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| of the LIFE of) 


: Mrs. Anne Oldfield. 


r LoG which the polite Part 


of the Town has ſuſtained, in 
the Death of Mrs. OcvrierD, 
B@ muſt be allowed to be irrepara- 
ble; becauſe; ' in Comedy, as 
ſo ſhe has not left, her Equal. 


Mrs. Anne Ot py1tLD was born in Pall- 
Mall, in the Year 1683. Her Grandfather 
was a Vintner, but on her Mother's Side ſhe 
was well deſcended. Her Father rode in the 


Guards, and I have heard had a Commiſſion 


under King Jams before he died. By his free 
Way of Living, he not only run out his In- 
come, bur likewiſe ſpent a very pretty Paternal 
Eſtate, His Daughter was put to Mrs. 
Wotton,a Sempſtreſs in King-Hreet Weſtminſter, 
but her Genius for the Stage was predominant, 
as e's by her continual reading and re- 
arts 


peating f Plays. Mrs. Oldfield. 


being left in ſtrait Circumſtances, She and her 
Daughter lived for ſome time with her 
r Er abba: ads. 
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Siſter Mrs. Yo, who kept the Mitre Ta- 
vern in St. James Market. She married a 
Second Husband, one Wood. Her Daughter 
Mrs. Anne Oldfield was introduced to Mr. 
CHRISTOPHER Ricn, by the late Sir Joun 
VANBRUGH, in the Year 1699. About which 
time Mrs. Cr having made an Excurſion 
to France, with a certain Bardnet, Mrs. Old- 
field's firſt Appearance on the Stage was in a 
Part of Her's, viz. Canpiers, in Secret Love: 


Or, the Maiden Queen; a W 
ten by Mr. DRVDREN. 


Her Second. Appearance was in a more 
Capital Part, Atinpa, in the Pilgrim of 
BeauMonT and FLETCHER, in which Sir 
Joun VanBRUuGH made ſome Alterations, 
and Mr. Dxypen wrote a Maſque, to ren- 
der the Revival of this Play more agreeable 
to the Town, together with a New Prologue 
and Epilogue. The Pilgrim; was indeed re- 
vived- for the Benefit of Mr. Dxypzn, Ann. 
1700, but he dying on the third Night of its 
Repreſentation, his Son attended the Run of 
it, and the Adyantages accrued to his Fa- 


mily. About three Years after, upon the 


Deceaſe of that eminent Actreſs Mrs. VeR- 
BRUGGEN, who died in Child-bed, Mrs. Old- 
Id ſacceeded her in the Part of 3 * * 
urewell, in the Conſtant Canple :. 2 
Trip to the Jubilee, written by Mr. 05 Ak- 
nn which run Fifty-two Nights op 
the 


1. 
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Lifs of Mes. On DEL D. 3 
the Part that render'd- Mrs. Ola fields Ex- 
cellence chiefly known to the Town, was that 
of Lady Beuy Modiſh, in the Careleſs 
Husband, a Comedy, written by Mr. C:iBB8R, 
in the Year 1704. In this Character it was 
that thoſe two Qualities, before obſerved by 
Mr, CI SBE R, of the Gentee/ and the Elegant, 
ſhone out in Mrs. Oldfield to their greateſt 
Degree of Perfection; and the Character was 
ſo admirably ſuited to the natural and agtee- 
able Manner of Converſation peculiar to 
Mrs. QLpFiELD, that almoſt every Sen- 
tence, in the Part, may with Juſtice be ſaid 
to haye been heard from her own Mouth be- 
fore ſhe pronounced ir on, the Stage, In 
ſhort, it was not the Part of Lady Betty Mo- 
diſh, repreſented by Mrs. Olaſeld; but it 
was the real Mrs. Olggeld who appeared in 
the Character of Lady Betty Modiſh, 


Tux ſame Year, the Royal Company of 
Comedians went down to | Bath, where, 
among ſeveral Plays acted by them during the 
Seaſon, Miſs Campion, not only by her 
Action, but her Singing and Dancing, had 
ſo far | captivated the moſt noble WiLLiam 
Duke' of Devonſhire, Father of the late 
Duke, that he took her off the Stage. Of 
this Amour farther Mention will be hereafter 
made; becauſe it is intended that theſe Me- 
moirs ſhall not only, with the utmoſt Fide. 
lity, conſiſt of a Recital of the peculiar Ex- 
cellencies of Mrs. Oldfield, but likewiſe 
3 B 2 contain 
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contain a ſhort digreſſionary Hiſtory of the 
Fate and Fortunes of the moſt conſiderable 
Actreſſes during the ſame Period of Time: an 
Attempt which I hope will not be leſs uſeful 
than entertaining to every Reader, 


IT is well known, that about thi Time, 
a ſtrict Alliance of Friendſhip had com- 
menced between Arthur Maynwaring, Eſq; 
and Mrs. Oldfield. Mr. Oldmixon, who 
wrote the Life of Mr. Maynwaring, aſſures 
the Public, © That each of them loved 
« with a Paſſion, that could hardly have 
« been ſtronger, had it been both Hers and 
« His firſt Love,” * It was doubtleſs ow- 
ing, in a great Meaſure, to his Inſtructions, 
that Mrs. Oldfield became ſo admirable a 
Player, for as no body underſtood the Aﬀtion 
of the Stage better than himſelf, ſo no body 
took greater Pleaſure than he to ſee her exccl 
in it. He wrote ſeveral Prologues and Epilogues 
for her, and would always hear her rehearſe 
them in private before ſhe ſpoke them in 
public: I ſhall inſert Part of one, ＋ to 
which in the Speaking ſhe gave an inimitable 
Turn of Humour ; being an agreeable Diſplay 
of the Manner how the Ladies would Go- 
vern under a Feminine Monarchy. 


* See Mr. Maynwaring's Life, 89. pag. 43 & 
+ The Epilogue to the Wife's Relief: The Husband's 
Cure. A Comedy written by My. Charles Johnſon. 
Could 
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Could we a Parliament of Women call, 
We'd vote ſuch Statutes as would tame ye all 
Firſt, we'd reſolve, that all thoſe marry'd Fas, 
Should Bani/>ment endure, who durſt be Fealous : 
For thoꝰ that curſt Diſeaſe — * Love's ſoft 
. Paſſion, 
Nothing ſhould be a Crime in Us but en 


Next, that thoſe dull, uncomfortable Wights, 
Who ſleep all Morning, and who /ot o' Niphts, 
Should find, when they reel Home withSarfeits cloy'd, 
Their tender VMives with better Friends employ'd. 


Laſtly, the Man who breaks the Marriage-Vow, 
(If any ſuch, in this good Houſe, you know) 
For the firſt Time, ſhould fuffer a Divorce; 
Adieu thoſe tempting Words——for better and for 
. - worſe: 
The Ladies ſhould be free again to wed, 
And the falſe Men be naturally fend, 


But hold! what makes me 8 rant? 
The Will we have but O ! the Power we want 
And you, vile Husbands, when theſe Threats you hear, 
Will only grow worſe Tyrants than you were. 
Yet have a Care — for tho? we cannot make 
Laws for Mankind, we can their Orders break. 
The War, tis ſaid, is drawing to an End; 
And not one Woman then can want a Friend. 
The Brave will all to this dear Town . 
ot ey were always Guardians of the Fair; 

* By 
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By faithful Service to their Country dotie, 
Our Heu's Favour they have fairly won; 
Andi may they ſtill bee this propitious Doom, 
Congueſt Abroad, and TI Returns at Home. 


Theſe are our Wiſhes, — and if any here 
The glorlous Chatater of Soldier bear, 

I hope their Favour to this Play they'll ſhow, 

And pdy our Poet what to u they oe. 


Mr. Mayr wor ing $ Friends, ſome of whom 
were of the higheſt Rank, of both Sexes of- 
ten blamed him, nay, have had ſuch Quarrels 
with him concerning this Affair, that even 
Mrs. Oldfield herſelf has frequently repreſented 
to him, that it was for his Honour and Inte- 


reſt to break off their Alliance, which open 


Frankneſs, on her Side, did as he has often 
confeſſed, engage hith to her the more firm- 
ly, and all his Friends at laſt, pave over im- 
rtuning him to leave her. They ſaw, by 
her moſt engaging Manner, that (ſhe daily, 
and hourly, more and more entangled him in 
Cupid's Nets, and it muſt be allowed that 
Mr. Maymwaring is not the only wiſe Man 
who has fallen a Victim to Venus, He real- 
ly ſuſtained a greater Weight of the Public 
Affairs, than ſome whoſe Poſts more itnme- 
_ load them with the Burthen. His 
7 er Intimacy and Friendſhip with 

my 1 Godolpbin * the Duke of Marl- 


_ borough, 
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Life of: Mrs. OLD TIELD. 7 
borough,” who were then at the Head of the 
M ;niſtry, could not but neceſſarily involve 
him in Political Refearches, and It was to 
unbend his Mind that he took Delight to paſs 
ſome Hours with a Woman, whoſe Conver- 
fation was both ſoft and pleaſant, and exactly 
agreeable to his own. It is not to be fup- 
poſed that two Perſons under ſuch an Aﬀec- 
tionate Alliance; could meet without Conſum- 
mation; and all the Quarter | that is deſired 
for Mr. Maynwaring's Reputation in this 
Tranſaction of his Life, is, that none but the 
Innocent would condemas him: For what Mr. 
Fenton has obſerved of the Primitive State, 


may be _ applied to the Satisfaction they en- 
ed! in each other. 


Pure from Deceit, de void | of Fear * Striſe, 
While —_— was all the penſive Care of Life. 


Ir cite be denied, but this Amour was 
very expenſive to Mr. Maymoaring, tho' it 
was not the only erroneous Inſtance of his 
Oeconomy. No Man could have a greater 
Contempt for Money, or abhorred what was 
mean and ſordid more than he did: And it 
was wholly owing to his Generoſity and Negli- 
gence of his own Affairs, that after he had ſo 
profitable a Poſt, as Auditor of the Impreſt 
conferred on him, yet he made no Addition to 
his Fortune. When he ſold his Eſtate of 7 ght- 
feld in Shropſhire, to my Lord Kilmurry, . = 
9 | wg was 
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was not, when the Mortgages were paid off, 
above four Thouſand Pounds left to be divided 
between him and his Siſter. The Management 
of his Domeſtic Affairs he gave intirely up to 
his Siſter and Servants; and thoſe that knew 
what was the Conduct of his Family at Whzte- 
hall, never thought that he would be the richer 
for his Poſt. His Company was ſo much the 
Delight of the Great, the Fair and the Gay, 
that he was very little at Home. However, we 
muſt leave him for a while in the Buſineſs 
of his Poſt; made happy, at certain Intervals, 
by Mrs. Oldfield,” in whoſe Converſation, all his 
Political F atigtes were moſt: pe Itty alle- 
viated, | | | 


Aso ur this Time, the Engl 72 stage met 
with as much Oppoſition as the State. No- 
thing would go down but Italian Operas, and 
indeed Mr. Maynwarine, being a Lover of Mu- 
ſie, and a fine Performer himſelf, gave into this 

Polite Taſte, and wrote the following Prologue 
to CALA. | 

While martial Troops, with more than martial 

Rage, 

For Auſtria theſe, for Bourbon thoſe engage 
Cover with Blood th' unhappy Latian Plains, 
Inſult their Shepherds, and oppreſs their Swains ; 
CamMILLAa, frighten'd from her native Seat, 
Hither is driv'n to beg a falſe Retreat, 


— 


O may 


1 
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O O may che exibd Nymph a Refuge ind! 
Such as may eaſe the Labours of her Mind. 
Hear her, ye Fair, in tuneful Notes complain, J 


Pity her Anguiſh and remove her Pain; 


Jo you her Vindication does belong. 
To you the Mourner has add reſs'd her Song. 
Let her your Hearts with juſt Compaſſion move, 
By Muſic ſoften'd and endear'd by Love; 
So may your Warriour Lords ſucceſsful fight, 
May Honour crown the Day and Love the Night. 
May Conqueſt ſtill attend their generous Arms, 
Fill their Swords grow as fatal your Charms. 


B u T let it here be obſerved, that tho? 
Mr. Maynwaring's Love of Muſic made 
him give ſome Encouragement to the Italian 
Operas ; yet he was a faſt Friend and vigo- 
rouſly puſhed all his Intereſt, both for pro- 
moting and improving the Entertainment of 


the Engliſb Theatre, being truly ſenſible of this 


Remark, 


While Nicolino like a 7 rant reigns, 
Nature's neglected, and the Stage in Chains.* 


Wr muſt now return to Mrs. Oldfield, 
riſing every Seaſon in Reputation, from her 
inimitable Performance, firſt acquired under 


* Epilogue g. the Careleſs Husband. 


the 
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ro MEMOfRS NV 
the Character of Lady Betty Modiſo, and in 
which | ſhe ſhohe more, eter in all the Parts 
wherein ſhe had hitherto eppeafed.”" 


Tux Author of the Carele/  Hutbans thee 
impartiall ſtates the Caſe, to his moſt noble Pa- 
tron the Dake of Argyll: « 'The beſt Criticks 
bave long and juſtly complained, that the 
« Coarſeneſs of moſt Characters in our late Co- 
& medics have been unfit Entertainments for 
<« People of Quality, eſpecially the Ladies: And 
* Gefore: fays he, J was long in hopes that 
e ſore able Pen, whoſe Expectation did not 
hang upon the Profits of Succeſs, would ge- 
nerouſly attempt to reform the Town into a 
"better 7. Fate than the World generally allows 
them: But nothing of that Kind having lately 
e appeared, © that would give an Opportunity 
< of being wiſe at another's Expence, I found 
le jt impoſſible any longer to reſiſt the ſecret 
Temptation of my Vanity, and ſo een ſtruck 
ce the firſt Blow myſelf: And the Event has now 
“ convinced me, that whoever ſticks cloſe to Na- 
© ture, cannot eaſily write above the Underſtand- 
* ing of the Galleries, tho" at the ſame time 
&© he. may moy Poſſibly deſerve Applauſe of the 
<6 Boxes. | 


. 8.8 


Tuts Play, before its Tryal on the Stage, 
was examined by ſeveral People of Qua- 
lity, who came into the Duke of Argylls Opi- 
nion of its being a juſt, a proper, and diverting 

Attempt 


Er 


or 


oc © 1 
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Life of Mrs. Or. EFIEL b. Ir 
Attempt in Comedy; but few of them carried 
the Compliment beyond their private Approba- 
tion: For, ſays Mr. Cibber, when I wag 
«**withing for a little farther Hope, they ſtopt 
« ſhort of your Grace's Penetration, and only 
$© 70j/hed me what they ſeemed to fear, and you 
c affured me of, a general Succeſs, And, if the 


«Dialogue of this Comedy flows with a more. 


« eaſy Turn of Thought and Spitit, than what 
1 have uſually produced; I ſhall not yet 
« blame ſome People for ſaying it is not my 
* own, unleſs they know at the ſame Time 1 
© owe moſt of it to the many ſtolen Obſerya- 
& tions I have made from your Grace's Manner 
te of Converfing.” | 


I suo p not have dwelt fo long on this Play, 
were it not the Period from whence we ma 
date the Birth of Mrs. Oldfield as an Actreſs. 


And, to demonſtrate how exactly the Drama- 


tical-Pencil has delineated her real Character, 


under the 7maginary one of Lady Betty Mogiſh, 


I ſhall, both for the Reader's Entertainment 
and Information, refer him to the rf Scene of 


the ſecond Act of the Play, between Lady Mo- 
diſh and Lady Eajy ; wherein the Deſcriptions 
given of the Allurements of Dreſs, and other 
captivating Charms, of Wit, Raillery and Con- 


yerſation, for which Mrs. Oldfeld was ſo peculi- 
arly remarkable, make it appear ſelf. elvdent, 
that none but be 
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1 muſt —— be * that, the Summer 
before the Appearance of the Careleſs Husband 


on the Stage, Mr. Maynwaring and Mrs. Old. 


feld ſpent the Receſs of a whole long Vacation 
at Windſor, the Scene of that Comedy, where 
they lodged in the Caſtle, at the Houſe of Mr. 
ok Sewell, Treaſurer and Chapter-Clerk to the 


ean and, College. The (Va FEA of, this 


Hiot, I ſubmit to the Reader's Judgment, 


when he has conſider'd the Interview between 


the, two Ladies abovementioned. 


* the Chit-char of Lady Betty Modiſh, may 


be found the fine Raillery of Mrs. Oldfield. It 


was her Wit that made her Company always 
acceptable to Perſons of the higheſt Rank ; and 
as to her outward —— it was beautiful 
without Artifice, and her W engaging with- 
out Affectation. 


W x muſt now return to Mr. Maynwaring, 
who being made happy by Mrs,0/4field with the 
Birth of a Son, it was ſuch a Rivet to Cupid's 
Chains, as bound him much faſter to bis Venus. 
However, Mr. Maynwaring made a ſerious Ap- 

plication of this natural Incident; and 
ſet a firm Reſolution to himſelf. of regula- 
ting his future Conduct. He reduced all his 
, Expences to ſtated Allowances, and laid by a 
conſiderable Part of the Income of. his Audi- 
torſhip, ſaying, He had been ſuch a Fool as to 


deſpiſe 
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deſpiſe Money till then, but now he would do as. 
other Men did, and endeavour to grow Rich. 
But this Reſolution was formed too late; for 
his Company was ſo much the Delight of the 
Great, the Fair and the Gay, that he was very 
little at Home. He drank freely, and as his 
Wines were generally Champagne and Burgun- 


. dy, it was to their corroſive Qualities that he im- 


puted the ill State of Health he was fallen in- 
to; and has often ſpoken with Concern, of the 
Misfortune it had been to him, that People 
thought his Converſation fo agreeable, as to expoſe 
him to Intemperance. However, Mrs. Oldfield 


by her Care, and tender Affection for him, pro- 


longed his Life ſome Years ; and her Generoſi- 
ty has been fo great, towards his Son, that ſhe 
has, by her Laſt Will and Teſtament, bequeathed 
him a Legacy much more than double the Eſ- 
tate- his Father left, beſides other Proviſions 
made for him.“ 


I sH ALL now reſume the Thread of my 


Dramatical Narrations, VIZ, 


 Uron Mrs. * Excurſion to Paris, as 
before mentioned, I remember a jocoſe Diſtich 


in an Ep:logue ſpoken by Jo. Haines, on that 
Occafion, VIZ. 


* See No. I. and II. of the Appendix. 


We're 
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We're ruin d quite, we are not worth one Souſa; 


We've loſt the only Tauch- Hale of our Houſe. 
8. 


Mrs. Croſs, laſt; belonged to the Threatie in 
Lincoln -Inn- Fields, and has been dead ſome 
eats. | | TY 


Lr us next view Mrs. O/dfeld in the Fra- 
gic Scene. In Phedra and Hippolitus, ſhe ap- 
peared in any ſuitable to her own. The 
Dramatis Perſona of that excellent Play, 
conſiſted but of four Men and two Women, 
viz. Mr. Betterton, Mr. Baoth, Mr. Keene, 
a Corey 3 3 Mrs. ns and Mrs, Ola- 


PRADA, fays Mr. Oldifio th u, is a 
conſummate 2 and, the Succeſi ot it 
was as great, as the moſt fanguine Expecta · 
tions of the Author's Friends could promiſe, 
or foreſee. The Number of Nights, and the 
common Method of filling the. Houſe, are not 
always the ſureſt Marks of judging what En- 
couragement a Play meets with: But the Ge- 
nerolity of all the Perſons of @ refined Taſte a- 
bout Town was remarkable on this Occaſian : 
And it muſt not be forgotien how zealouſly 

Mr. Addiſon eſpouſed its Intereſt, with all che 
elegant Judgment and diffuſive Good-nature, 
for which that aecompliſhed Gentleman was lo 
juſtly valued by Mankind, But as to Phedra, 


* See his Charadter of the Author, prefix d to his Works, pag. xiv. 
ſhe 
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ſhe has certainly made a finer Figure under Mr. 
Smith's Conduct, upon the Enghſh Stage, than 


either at None or Athens; and if ſhe excels 


the Greek and Latin Phedra, I need not 
be put to the Trouble of Gying the ſurpaſſes 
the French one, tho' embelliſhed with wharever 

regular Beauties, and Tg CE rant 
himſelf could give her. 


ra Prologue to this Tragedy was written 
by Mr. Addiſon, and ſpoken by Mr. Wilks. 
The fine Turn of Raillery it contains againſt the 
Italian Theatre, will, I think} juſtify my tranſ- 


cribing it in this Place in Defence of the 


Eng: 72 one, VIZ, 


Long TY a Race of Heres ava the ge 
That rant by Note, and thro' the Gamut rage; 
In Songs and Airs expreſs their martial Fire, 
Combat in Trills, and in a Feuge expire; 
While IulFd'by Sound, and: undiſturb'd by Wit, 

Calm and ſerene you indolently fit ; - 

And from the dull Fatigue of Thinking tree, 
Hear the facetious Fiddles repartee : 

Our home-ſpun Authors muſt forſake the F ield,” 

And Shakeſpear to the ſoft Scarlatti yield. © 


To your new. Taſte the Poet of This Day | 
Was by a Friend advis'd to form his Play; 
Had Valentini, muſically coy, 


Shunn'd Phears? Arms, and ſcorn'd the proffera 
Joy; 
It 
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x6 MEMOIRS of zhe 
It had not mov'd your Wonder to have ſeen 
An Eunuch fly from an enamoured Queen: 
How would it pleafe,ſhould ſhe in Exgliſb ſpeak, 
And could Hippolitus reply in Greet? 
But he, a Stranger to your modiſh Way, 
By your old Rules muſt ſtand or fall to-day, 
And hopes you will foreign Taſte command, 
To bear for once with what you underſtand, 


. In the Repreſentation of the Play itſelf, who 
could fit unmoved at a Recital of the Paſſions 
of Theſeus's Queen, or the Princeſs [/mena, for 
their Hippolitus, when a Barry and an Old- 
field were the Pleaders ? 


AND who was not pierced to the Heart when 
1/mena pronounced theſe Lines? 


Let them be cruel thatdelight in Miſchief ; 
Pm of a ſofter Mould ; poor Phedra's Sorrows 
Pierce thro* my yielding Heart and wound my 

Soul. | 


For could you think that open gen'rous 7outh 
Could with feign'd Love deceive a jealous Woman? 
Could he ſo ſoon grow artful in diſſembling? 
Ahl without doubt his Thoughts inſpir'd his 
Tongue, 
And all his Soul receiv'd a real Love. 
Perhaps new Graces darted from her Eyes, 
Perhaps ſoft Pity charm'd his yielding Soul, 
| 15885 Perhaps 


— 
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Perhaps her Love, perhaps her Kingdom charm'd 


him! 
Perhaps -- Alas! how many Things might charm 
him! 
Tur Care of Iſnena, to preſerve Hippo- 
litus, and the Reſolution the forms of ſharing 
his Fate, is thus inimitably expreſled : 


O! haſte away, my Lord, I go, I fly 
Thro' all the Dangers of the boiſt'rous Deep. 


ho When the Wind whiſtles thro the cracklingMaſts, 
105 When thro' the yawning Ship the foaming Sea 
17 Rolls bubbling in; then, then I'll claſp thee faſt, 


And in tranſporting Love forget my Fear; 

O! I will wander thro? the Scytbian Gloom, 
O'er Ice and Hills of everlaſting Snow: 
There when the horrid Darkneſs ſhall encloſe us, 
When the bleak Wind ſhall chill my ſhiv'ring 

Limbs, 
T hou ſhalt alone ſupply the diſtant Sun, 
And chear my gazing Eyes, and warm my Heart. 


cn 


Alas! my tender Soul would ſhrink at Death, 
Shake with its Fears, and ſink beneath its Pains, 
In any Cauſe but this—But now I'm ſteel'd, 
And the near Danger leſſens to my Sight. 
Now, if I live, *tis only for Hippolitus, oh 

And with an equal Joy III die to ſave him. 
Yes, for his Sake 1'!] go a willing Shade, 
And wait his coming in th* Ely/an Fields, 
And there enquire of each deſcending Ghoſt, 


Of my lov'd Hero's Welfare, Life and Honour. 
85 Add 


18 MEMOIRS of he 
Add to th* Elyfan Joys, and make that Heav'n 
more happy. 


THE Quotations T have here made, are to 
ſhow the admirable Diction of this Play, and 
to juſtify Mr. Addiſon's Cenſure, in the 
Tatl:r, of the Want of Taſte in the Audience, 


for not encouraging this excellent Tragedy. 


However, Mrs. Oldfield diſmiſſed them 
with the following elegant Epilogue written 
by Mr. Prior. 


Ladies, to-night your Pity I implore 
For one who never troubled you before: 
An Oxford Man, extreamly read in Greek, 
Who from Ey—ripides makes Ph edra ſpeak, 
And comes to Town to let us Moderns know, 
How Women lov'd two thouſands Years ago. 
If that be all, ſaid I, e'en burn your Play, 
I-gad we know all That as well as they : 
Show us the youthful handſome Charioteer, 
Firm in his Seat, and running his Career ; 
Our Souls wou'd kindle with as gen'rous Flames, 
As e'er inſpir'd the antient Grecian Dames: 
Ev'ry Vinena wou'd reſign her Breaſt, 
And ev'ry dear Hippolitus be bleſt. 


But, as it is, Six flouncing Flanders Mares 
Are &en as good as any Two of theirs 
And if Hippolitus can but contrive 
To buy the gilded Chariot, John can drive. 


Now 
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7 

0 Now of the Buſtle you have ſeen to-day, 
And Pbædra's Morals in this Scholar's Play; 

to Something, at laſt, in Juſtice ſhou!d be ſaid, 

nd But this Hippolitus ſo fills one's Head. 

he Well! Phædra liv'd as chaſtly as ſhe cou'd, 


For ſhe was Father Jove's own Fleſh and Blood; 
Her aukward Love, indeed, was oddly ated, 
She and herPoly were too near related ; 

And yet that Scruple had been laid aſide, 

If honeſt Theſeus had but fairly dy'd : 

But when he came, what needed he to know, 
But that all Matters ſtood in Statu quo ? 

There was no harm, you ſee ; or grantthere were, 
She might want Conduct, but he wanted Care. 
*T was in a Husband little leſs than rude, 

Upon his Wife's Retirement to intrude : 

He ſhou'd have ſent a Night or two before, 
That he wou'd come exact at ſuch an Hour; 
Then he had turn'd all Tragedy to Jeſt, 

Found ev'ry thing contribute to his Reſt ; i 

The Picquet Friend diſmiſs'd, the Coaſt all clear, . 
And Spouſe alone, impatient for her Dear. a 


But if theſe gay Reflections come too late 
To keep the guilty Phedra from her Fate; 
If your more ſerious Judgment muſt condemn 
The dire Effects of her unhappy Flame: 
Yet, ye chaſte Matrons, and ye tender Fair, 
Let Love and Innocence engage your Care, 
My ſpotleſs Flames to your Protection take, 

And ſpare poor Pbædra for I/mend's ſake. * 


res 
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Mrs. Oldfield gained an univerſal Applauſe 
by playing J1/mena, in this Tragedy, 
The Character ſhewed her in a Light of 
Perfection hardly to be expreſſed ; and in- 
deed every Part ſhe ated was a Demonſtration 
of her daily Improvement. 


Some Differences ariſing between Mr. 
Rich and his Company, they joined in with 
the Company at the Hay- Market, Acting un- 
der the Licence of Vanburgb and Congreve, 
where Mr. Barry and Mrs. Bracegirdle, 
both famous in their Way, had been for ſome 
time. But Mrs. Ol/dfield's Voice, Figure 
and Manner of Playing ſoon made her ſhine 
out, even here, the brighreſs Star. Upon 
the Preference being given to her in the Be- 
neſit-Plays, and other Diſputes fomented 
among the par ay Mrs. Barry, and Mrs, 
Bracegirdle entirely quitted the Buſineſs, 
and left Mrs. Oldfield fole Empreſs of the 
Stage. 1 

THe Seaſon following, the Revolters re- 
turning to Drury-Lane, made up one com- 
pleat Company; and in the Spring came on 
Mr. Phillips Tragedy, The Diſtreſs Mo- 
ther. Mrs. Rogers, an Actreſs, who in her 
Turn, had made a conſiderable Figure on 
the Stage, was deſigned the Part of (An- 
dromache, Hector's Widow, ' &c. i. e.) the 
Diſtreſi Mother. But the Author, as well 
as his Friends, were ſoon convinced that 


Mrs. 
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her 
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well 
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Mrs. Oldficld was infinitely the more ac- 
compliſhed Perſon for ſo Capital a Part, Up- 
on its being given to Her, Mrs. Rogers raiſed 
a Poſſe of Profligates, fond of Tumult and 
Riot, who made ſuch a Commotion in the 
Houſe, that the Court hearing of it, ſent four 
of the Royal Meſſengers, and a ſtrong Guard, 
to ſappreſs all Diſorders. This being effect- 
ed, the Play was brought upon the Stage 
and crowned with deſerved Succeſs. 


As Mr. Smith had introduced a Grezt © 


Tragedy upon our Theatre, Mr. Philips was 
willing to try what Reception would be gi- 
ven to a French one. Phædra and Hippo- 
litus, is by much the ſuperiour Performance; 
but the Diſireſt Mother, by Dramatical 
Management, to which Mr. Smith was an utter 
Stranger, greatly exceeded it in the Run; and 
to do the Engliſh Author Juſtice, it is a good 
modern Play. I ſhall here let him ſpeak, for 
himſelf, vig. | 


« * THIS Tragedy is formed upon an Origi- 
© which paſſes for the moſt finiſhed Piece in 
e this kind of Writing, that has ever been pro- 
& duced in the French Language. + It is writ- 
« ten in a tile very different from what has 
* been uſually practiſed, among us, in Poems 
“ of this Nature,— — — 


* See his Dedication to the Dutcheſs of MonrAGu. 
+ See his Preface. | 
83 If 
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If I have been able to keep up to the Beau- 
© ties of Monfreur Racine in my Attempt, and 
* to do him no Prejudice in the Liberties I 
© have taken frequently to vary from ſo great 
© a Poct, I ſhall have no Reaſon to be diſſatiſ- 
e fied with the Labour it has coſt me to bring 
« the compleateſt of his Works upon the 
« Engliſh Stage.“ 


HoweveR, I cannot think it improper, in 
this Place, to remark, that as full as Mr, Philips 
is of his Elogiums on Monfieur Racine, yet at 
the ſame Time Euripides is acknowledged to be 
the Original Author. So that the D:iftre/t Mother 
has two Paſſports for her ſafe Arrival in 
Great-Britain. 


Tux Prologue to this Play was written 
by Sir Richard Steele, and ſpoken by Mr. 
Wilks, 


Since Fancy of it ſelf is looſe and vain, 
The Wiſe by Rules that airy Pow'r reſtrain : 
They think thoſe Writers mad, who at their Eaſe 
Convey this Houſe and Audience where they 

pleaſe ; 
Who Nature's ſtated . confound, 
And make this Spot all Soils the Son goes round: 
*T'is nothing, when a fancy'd Scene's in view, 
To skip from Covent- Garden to Peru. 


ButShakeſpear”s ſelf trangreſs'd, and ſhall each 

Elf, 
Each Pigmy Genius quote, great Shakeſpear”s ſelf 
W hat 


* 


— 
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What Critick dares preſcribe what's juſt and fit ? 
Or mark out Limits for ſuch boundleſs Wit ? 
Shakeſpear could travel thro* Earth, Sea and Air, 
And paint out all the Powers and Wonders there; 
In barrenDeſarts He makes Nature ſmile, 
And give us Feaſts in his Enchanted Tſe. 


Our Author does his feeble Force confeſs, 
Nor dares pretend ſuch Merit to tranſgreſs; 
Does not ſuch ſhining Gifts of Genius ſhare, 
And therefore makes Propriety his Care. 

Not only Rules of Time and Place preſerves 
Your Treat with ſtudy'd Decency he ſerves ; 
But ſtrives to keep his Characters intire, ; 
With French Correctneſs and with Britiſh Fire, 


This Piece, preſented in a Foreign Tongue, 
When France was Glorious, and her Monarch 

young, | 
A hundred times a crowded Audience drew; 
A hundred times repeated, ſti]] *rwas new. 


Reſents his generous Love ſo ill repay'd ; 
Does like a Man reſent, a Prince upbraid. 
His Sentiments diſcloſe a Royal Mind, 

Nor is he known a King from Guards behind. 


Pyrrhus provok'd, to no wild Rants betray*d 5 


Injur'd Hermione demands Relief ; 
But not from heavy Narratives of Grief: 
In conſcious Majeſty here Pride is ſhown 3 


Born to avenge her Wrong, but not bemoan. 
C4 An- 
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24 MEM OI RS of the 
Andromache If in our Author's Lines, 
As in the great Original ſhe ſhines, 
Nothing but from Barbarity ſhe fears, 
Attend with Silence; you'll applaud with Tears. 


Havinc before obſerved, that Plædra and 
Andromache are, both the Children of Euri- 
pides ; I ſhall here obſerve, that the kind En- 
tertainment they met with on the Exgliſb Stage, 
was chiefly owing to Mrs. Barry and Mrs. 
Oldfield; whoſe manner of ſpeaking the very 
humourous Epiligue, written by Mr Budgell, 
greatly contributed to the Run of the laſt Play; 
and which, whenever revived, the Audience 
always have inſiſted on, 


I hope you'll own, that with becoming Art 
I've play'd my Game, and topp'd the Widow's 
Part. | 65 


ny Spouſe, poor Man ! could not live out the 
lay, 


But dy*'d commodiouſly on Wedding- Day: 
While I, his Relict, made at one bold Fling 
My ſelf a Princeſs, and young Sty a King. 


You Ladies, who protra& a Lover's Pain, 
And hear your Servants ſigh whole Years in vain 
Which of you all would not on Marriage venture, 
Might ſhe ſo ſoon upon her Jointure enter? 


*T'was a ſtrangeScape! had Pyrrbus liv'd till now, 
I had been finely hamper'd in my Vow. 


To 


Recovery. 
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To dye by one's own Hand, and fly the Charms, 
Of Love and Life in a young Monarch's Arms, 
*T were an hard Fate—Ere I had undergone it, 


I might have took one Night to think upon it. 


But why, you'll ſay, was all this Grief expreſt 
For a firſt Husband, laid long ſince at Reſt ? 


Why ſo much Coldneſs to my kind Protector? 

Ah Ladies! had you known the good Man 
Hector 

Homer will tell you (or I'm miſ-inform'd) 


That, when enrag'd the GrecianCamp he ſtorm'd, 
To break the ten- fold Barriers of the Gate, 


He threw a Stone of ſuch prodigious Weight, 
As no two Men could lift, not even thoſe, 
Who in that Age of thund'ring Mortals roſe : : 
Alt would have ſprain*da Dozen modern Beaus. 


At length, howeer, I laid my Weeds aſide, 
And ſunk the Widow in the well-dreſs'd Bride; 
In you it ſtil] remains to grace the Play, 

And bleſs with Joy my Coronation- Day:; 
Take then, ye Circles of the Brave and Fair 
The Fatherleſs and Widow to your Care, 


I muſt now relate the melancholy Parting 
of two ſincere Friends. Notwithſtanding Mrs. 
Oldfield's great Care and Concern for Mr. 
Maynwaring's Welfare, his Negligence of him- 
ſelf brought upon him a violent Relapſe of his 
former Indiſpoſition, which daily increaſed ; in- 
ſomuch that his Friends began to deſpair of his 
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Such was the Inveteracy of Party- Malice 
at this Time, that, (becauſe Mr. Maynwaring 
was chiefly concerned in writing the Medley) 
the Examiner, 1n one of his Papers, upbraided 
him, even with his fckly Conſtitution, which 
however was not owing to any Debauchertes, 
as he had maliciouſly repreſented. 

Mr. Maynwaring had Lodgings at Hamp- 
ſtead, and rode out every Day, hoping for ſome 
Benefit by that moſt healthful Exerciſe, But, 
upon paying a Viſit to her Grace the Dutch- 
efs of Malborougb, at her Scat near St, Albans, 
he caught ſo violent a Cold by walking too late 
in the Gardens, and it increaſed upon him fo 
faſt, that it was his own Opinion, it would fi- 
niſh what his former Illneſs had began. His 
Phyſicians, Sir Samuel Garth and Sir Richard 
Blackmore, expreſſed very ſmall Hopes of his 
Recovery ; which gave the more Cauſe of Ap- 
prehenſion to his Friends, for both thoſe Gen- 
tlemen were among the firſt of that Number, 
and as much concerned in Friendſhip as Prac- 
tice, to ſave him if poſſible. His Relations 
would have Dr. Radchffe conſulted, and the 
late Earl of Oxford happening to fee the Doc- 
tor before he had been with Mr. Maynwaring 
ipoke thus to him Pray Doctor take Care 


of that Gentleman, one of the moſt valuable 
Lives in England. Indeed Mr. Maynwaring was 
at laſt ſo much obliged by that Miniſter's good 
Offices and Civilities, that he declared, if he 
ſhould recover, be would never more draw bis 

| Pen 


* 
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Pen againſt him. But it was out of the Power 
of Phyſick to help him, his inward Decay was 
ſo great. He was thrown into ſuch a languiſh- 
ing Condition, that tho' his Diſtemper was not 
then thought to be a Conſumption, yet it had all 
the Symptoms and Effects produced by one. 
He was viſited, in this his laſt Sickneſs, by all 
the great People of both Sexes, who had the 
Happineſs of his Acquaintance, tho' he was 
able to ſee but few of them. And it is to his 
Glory, that the Greateſt Lady in England wept 
often by his Bed-ſide, which Tears he mutual- 
ly returned, being ſenſible how much he owed 
to ſuch an Illuſtrious Mourner, when he was 
ſenſible of little or nothing elſe. He had not 
Words to expreſs the Tranſport he felt, when 
he was almoſt even in the Agony, to ſee him- 
ſelf ſo far in the good Graces of a Lady of ſuch 

high Rank and Merit, as that his Danger ſhould 
ſtrike her Dumb, and leave it to her Eyes to 

expreſs the Sorrow of her Heart. It is ſuppoſ- 
ed he would fain have endeavoured to have 
broke thro' the Exceſs of his Grief, and formed 

ſome Utrerance for it; but his Siſter remained 

in the Room. This Emotion of his was the 

more extraordinary, on account of a {light Miſ- 

underſtanding at that Time, between him and 

this Great Lady. He had given her ſome Cauſe 

of Diſguſt, but was not conſcious to himſelf in 

what, and it is thought, that hisPerplexity about 

it contributed ſome what to the Increaſe of his 

Diſtemper. He did all in his Power to expreſs his 

Con- 
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Concern for the unknown Offence, but he was 
too near Death, and in a few Hours after ſhe 
had left him, he expired in the Arms of his 
Servant Mr. Thomas Wood, now Treaſurer of 
the Theatre in Lincolns-Inn Fields, on the 12th 
of November, 1712, in the Prime of his Age, 
being but 44 Years old. 

AFTER his Deceaſe, a moſt ſcandalous and 
falſe Rumovr was ſpread, chiefly levelled atMrs. 
Oldfield, that he diedof a Venereal Malady. But 
to obviate ſo ungenerous a Reflection, his Body, 
by her Direction, was opened by two Surgeons 
Mr. Buſſiere and Mr. Browne; in the 
Preſence of two Phyſicians, Dr. Beeſton and 
Dr. Weſt; and of his Apothecary Mr, Buck- 
eridge. | 

Theſe Gentleman, all, declared, that there 
was not the leaſt Symptom of any thingYenere- 
al; but that he died of a Conſumption. He had 
in his Life-time, heard the Whiſperings of ma- 
lIicious Rumour, charging him with ſuch an In- 
diſpoſition; but he once complained very pa- 
theticallv to He, that he was not conſcious of 
any ſuch Diſtemper ; confeſſing at the ſame 
time, that, in the Reign of King William, he 


had made an unfortunate Sally in an Amour, 


which gave him a flight Taint at Paris, 1698; 
that he was only patcht up there, but afterwards 
perfectly cured at London, ſince which Time he 
never had any ſuch Misfortune. 
Ir is the Duty of an Hiſtorian to ſpeak the 
Trutb, as far as it comes to his W 
an 
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and as great a Veneration as I have for Mr. Mayn- 
waring s Memory, I could not avoid mentioning 
even this Blemiſh of it, in Juſtice, and to clear 
up the unjuſt Aſperſion caſt on Mrs O/dfeeld. 

IT was not long before his Death, that he made 
his Will, all which he wrote with his own Hand, 
and to which his Apothecary Mr. Buckeridge, 
and his Servant Mr. Wood, were Witneſſes, when 
it wat executed at Mrs. Olaſield's Houſe in South. 
ampton- Street, Covent-Garden. He charged them 
not to take any Notice of what they knew; which 
however was little enough, for he intruſted no 
body with the Secret of his having made Mrs. 
Oldfield his Executrix, tho by her Behaviour to 
him, he could not in Juſtice do otherwiſe, on his 
Son's Account; nor could any Woman better de- 
ſerve all that was in his Power to give; of which 
Truth his Son is a living Witneſs. 

NoTwI1THSTANDING the Clamour his Will 
made, after his Deceaſe ; himſelf, who beſt 

knew what he had to leave her, could not im- 
gine ſuch a Stir would have been made about 

fo ſmall an Eſtate. He was far from dyingRich, 

leaving evry little more than Three Thouſand 

Pounds behind him, which he divided equal- 

ly between his Siſter, his Son's Mother, and 

the Child, who, in Feature and Vivacity, was 
very like his Father. Often have I heard : Mr. 

Maynwaring bemoan the Child, and fay, What 

will become of the Boy when 1 am gone, This 
Anxiety proceeded from the Little he poſ- 

fefled. It is true he had ſuch a noble Contempt 
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of the Goods of Fortune, that he never took 
Care to make one, nor ever reſolved to grow 
Rich. 

Hap I a Talent for Panegyric, I could be 
proud of this Opportunity to do Juſtice to the 
Memory of a Gentleman, whoſe Name would 
be Immortal, had not his Modeſty been as 
great as his Merit ; had he not contenfed him- 
ſelf with the Pleaſure of Writing, and reſigned 
the Glory of it to others. As to the Author of 
the Medley, the Examiner was obliged to allow 
that he wrote with a Tolerable Spirit, and in a 
Maſterly Style. A Spirit, indeed, which has 
not many Equals, and a Style worthy the Imi- 
tation of the greateſt Maſters. His Learning 
was without Pedantry; his Wit Affectation; his 
Judgment, without Malice; his Friendſhip, 
without Intereſt; his Zeal, without Violence; 
in a Word, he was the beſt Subject, the 
beſt Relation, the beſt Maſter, the beſt 
Critic, and beſt Political Writer in Great- 
Britain. 3 

SHORTLY after his Deceaſe, was publiſh- 
ed a Defence of Mr. Maynwaring, in a Letter 
to @ Friend. It was, Mr. Oldmixon aſſerts *, 
ſuppoſed to be written by the Right Honourable 
Robert Walpole, Eſq; and is not unworthy fo 
good a Hand for its Generoſity, Spirit; and Ele- 


gance, viz. 


®* See the Poſthumous Works of Mr. Maynwaring publi/bed by | 


bim, pag. 351. 


SIR, 
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Six, 

I write to you upon a Circumſtance, for 
which it is the Intereſt of all Mankind to be 
concerned. The Public is under the Adminiſ- 
tration of its reſpective Miniſters and Officers, 
who are obliged by their Poſts to conſult the 
true Welſare of it. But Incidents, which hap- 

a alike to all, and from which no Man can 
be exempt, fall under every Man's Care, and 
are to be conſidered and laid home to the Bo- 
ſom of every Man breathing. It is incumbent 
upon each individual Perſon, for his own fake, 


to defend the Abſent; but much more fo to 


defend the Dead, who are to be abſent for ever. 
I have Reaſons for thinking I am called to this 
Duty, upon the accidental Peruſal of a virulent 
Libel, + wherein the Author, after much Diſ- 
courſe about himſelf, has (alluding to a Gentle- 
man who lately departed this Life) the follow- 
ing Words, viz. ©* Suppoſe I were alſo to tell 
e the World, That the moſt active Enemy 
te againſf᷑ this Paper, was one who got to be poor 
„in the FJacobite Cauſe, and then run over in- 
&« to Two deſperate Extreams, and was reſolved 
ce at once to grow Rich and Honeſt in the Cauſe 
© of the Whigs. That outlived his Works 
&« a little too long; till having parted with 
« Religion and Morality, he threw away his 
« Honour ina careleſs manner after it, together 
& with his Humanity and natural Affection to 


Þ+ See the EXAMINER February 9th, 1712.13. 
a kind 
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&« a kind Siſter, his Eſtate, Fortune, and even 
* the Vouchers belonging to his Office: All 
„ which were beſtowed, as Monumental Le- 


% pacies of Whig Honefly, on a celebrated 
& ACTRSES, who is too much admired pon 


« the Stage, to have any Enquiry made in her 


Conduct behind the Curtain. 
Tur Perſon here levelled at, (Mr. Mayn- 


waring) was, in his younger Days, tinctured 
with Facobitiſm; an Error no Man ever re- 
nounced more heartily, and with greater Ab- 
horrence of it than he did. He was a Man of 
great Modeſty, and could nat exert himſelf in 


Public Places, or in mixt Company ; but when, 


in Proceſs of Time, his Talents grew conſpicu- 
ous, in ſpite of a baſhful Nature, he was invit- 
ed and courted into a Familiarity with 
Men in the higheſt Power, and of the 
greateſt Abilities in the Kingdom, to whom his 
Converſation was both a Pleaſure and a Service. 
Then it was that his Words and Actions firſt 
began to manifeſt the Principles in which he 
lived and died. He had the higheſt Obligations 
to that great Miniſter, Sidney, Earl of Godol- 
phin, Lord High Treaſurer, and enjoyed by 


his Favour, an Office for Life (Auditor «of 


the Impreſt.) After the Removal of that noble 
Lord from the Treaſury, the Examiner thought 
fit to diſparage his Services, by Inſinuations and 
Reflections, which the Gentleman, of whom 
we are talking, had too much I to 
ear 
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here without Indignation, 'This I take to be 
the Provocation which moved the Examiner to 
utter this reproachful Language againſt him ; 
among which he falls into the Error of faying, 
He outlived his Works ; but Works of his, which 
outlive him, will let us into the Secret of this 
cruel Behaviour. The Medley was often writ- 
ten by (Mr. Maynwaring) this active Enemy 
of the Examiner, in which ſo many groſs Fal/- 
hoods of that Writer were detected, * that he 
had recourſe to Detraction rather than a juſt 
Defenſe of himſelf, for which he had been call- 
ed upon by Mr. Maynwaring in ſeveral ſubſe- 
quent Papers, | 


From hence it appears, that the Examiner's 
Treatment of this Gentleman, is as juſt as it 
would be in a Felon to publiſh a Libel againſt 
the late Lord ChiefJuſtice Holt, for paſſing Sen- 
tence upon him to be burnt in the Cheek. The 
Examiner has Senſe enough, tho' not Grace 
enough, to know, that to deſerve, not to ſuffer 
Puniſhment, is truly ſhametul ; but none but a 
Man enraged, as in the ſuppoſed Caſe of the Fe- 
lon, and incapable of Remorſe and Shame, could 
forget all Regards to the Advantage his Adver- 
fary had in the Diſpute, all Tenderneſs with 
Relation to a Man's private Affairs, ſo far as to 
mention the Particulars of the Gentleman's S 


MDI No. 41, relating to the Ad of Indemnity. Sce 
e/fo MEgvLsy No. 443, concerning the State Loans, 
| ter 
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Siſter, and his Paſſion for an A#reſs, 
This Account with his Ster, I am very fure 
the Examiner can be no Judge of, nor any one 
but the Gentleman himſelf. The Offence his 
Paſſion (for Mrs. Oldfield) gave, to all who ef- 
teemed him, is to be lamented, but not to be 
mentioned with theſe Aggravations, eſpecially 
after his Death, and that when he who ſpeaks 
profeſſes himſelf an Enemy. But the Exami- 
ner takes upon him to be a Champion for the 
Church, and muſt not allow ſuch Sins to be ve- 
nial ; yet at the ſame time he ſhould have conſi- 
. dered, that the other Party would recriminate, 
and have reflected, that there are too many of 
the Examiner's Side, who do not behave them- 
ſelves as if they were under Vous of Chaſtity. 
I know a fly one among his great Friends, that 
loves a Wench as well as ever did old Rowley, 
(King CbarlesII.) Beſides him, there is another, 
who finds Leiſure from his weighty Affairs to 
ſtrole among the Stews, or, as ſome will have it, 
neglects hisWriting now and then, to toy with 
the Buſineſs of a Nation. But this dull Fel- 
low, the Examiner, has ſo little Senſe of what 
the impartial World thinks of him and his Per- 
formance, that he gives himſelf an Air of 
Talking by way of good Humour, In the 
Beginning of the fame Paper, * the pretty 
Wanton is in a laughing Vein, and with a 


* Viz, The Examiner / Feb. 9th, 1712-13. abovementioned. 
| very 


t 
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very gay Heart rallies us, for a Curioſity he 


* ſuppoſes we have to know the Name, Profeſſi- 
nis on, Trade, Quality, Complexion, or Sex of the 
12 Author of the Examiner. This Autnor has 
a indeed been very much talked of; a (1) Wo- 
1 man, a (2) Divine, and (3) Two or Three 
of Gentlemen, have been ſuſpected; but no Per- 
4 fon that had any Pretenſions to Modeſty, 
C Piety, or Integrity, has been once named on 
-K this Occaſion, + The Folly of the Follow is 
fl. monſtrous, to pretend to ſpeak of Wenching, 
. conſidering how the World is affronted as to 
of this Vice, at preſent, It is certain there never 
G has been lewder Creatures than many who are 
4 now in Vogue, and I am afraid one or other 
7. of them has a Defign upon the celebrated 
* AFreſs abovementioned; elſe why does he 
th fear to make any Enquiry into her Conduct 
- behind the Curtain? If the Whigs do loſe her, 


they will bear it with the Patience that they 
, have already the Defection of ſome Others, 
tho? of greater Quality, and higher Obligati- 
ons to be conſtant tous. Bur I ſpeak this only 


4 from general Rumour ; for Ido not believe ſhe is 
4 gone off; ſo far from it, that I am credibly in- 


Þ+ It is now <well known, that the Perſons concerned in carrying on 
the Examiner, were, 1. Mrs. Manley. 2. Dr, Swift. 3. Lord 
' Bolingbroke, Ar. Prior, and Mr. Oldiſworth. Meſſieurs Pope 
and Arbuthnot often laid their Hands to the ſame Plow, and ſome 


D2 formed 


N others of their Clan. 
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formed ſbe has refuſed great Sums, becauſe 


ſhe inſiſts upon her Lover's voting on our Side. 
they are, it ſeems, both ſtill firm to their Ho- 
nour, but I would lay on the Woman's Side, 
were it not that all Fagers relating to Poli- 
ticks are forbidden by Act of Parliament. 


I am, Six, Yours, Sc. 


I THINK my ſelf obliged to take off the 


Examiner's laſtAſperſion on Mr. Maynwaring ; 


(not ſpoken to in the toregoing excellentDefenſe 
it is this moſt notorious Falſhood, that 
He threw away the Vouchers of his Office, which 
I hereby ſolemnly declare he never could do, as 
never having a Voucher in his Cuſtody, there- 
fore could not loſe ne. This being a Charge 
always committed by the Auditors to their 
Officers; and Mr. Maynwaring's Deputies 
were known to be Men of the moſt ſcrupu- 
lous Care imaginable : He himſelf being eſ- 
teemed by all who knew him, for which I par- 
ticularly appeal to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſ- 
Foms, to be the moſt exact of any Man in all 
the Affairs he undertook. Indeed it was im- 
ſſible for it to be otherwiſe, there not bein 
in his Time, a Gentleman of better Senſe, 
more ſolid Judgment, and quicker Diſpatch in 


Bufineſs, during the Intervals of Wit and 
Pleaſure, 


A 
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A TRUE Copy of his laſt Will and Teſtament, 
hereunto annexed, ſufficiently juſtifies the re- 
gular and honeſt Diſpoſition of that ſmall For- 
tune whereof he died poſſeſſed. 

Havinc thus vindicated the Memory of 
this excellent Perſon, as well as Mrs. O/dfeeld's 
Behaviour to him, I ſhall not preſume to add 
any thing farther of my own to his Character, 
but conclude with letting the Reader know 
that Mr. Maynwaring's Corps was interred in 
the Church of Cbertſey in the County of Sur- 
rey, where his Grand-Father (Sir Arthur 
Maynwaring) and his Father (Charles Mayn- 
waring, Eſq;) were likewiſe buried, and where 
they had heretofore a plentiful Eſtate and fine 
Seat, His Obſequies were performed with 
great Privacy, anſwerable more to his Modeſ- 
ty than his Merit: He never affected Pomp 
living, and thoſe who had the Direction of 
his Funeral, took care to fulfil this his laſt Re- 
queſt, as they had done all others in his Life- 
time, with the utmoſt Juſtice and Honour, 

He was born at Ightfield, in the County of 
Salop, Ann. 1668, Obitt 1712, tat. xv. 
Thoſe who are deſirous to know more Par- 
ticulars concerning him, and his Writings, 
may conſult his Life and Poſthumous Works, 


_— by Mr. Oldmixon, in the Year 1715, 


V0, 
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TRR. Diſtreſi d Mother ſeemed now to be the 
Caſe of Mrs. Oldfield, both on and off the 
Stage. For, tho' the Town-Talk was wholly 
bent upon Mr. Maynwaring's making her Ex- 
ecurrix of his Will, it muſt ſurely be acknow- 
ledged, that 'Two Thouſand Pounds was na 
ſuch mighty Sum to bring up an Orphan, from 
Seven Years old, ſuitable to the moſt ardent 
Wiſhes of his Father, which, in every Reſpect, 
his Mother has fully accompliſhed, 


ITHINE I cannot cloſe the Subject in de- 
bate more properly, than by applying to all 
Intermedalers in Affairs which no ways con- 
gern them, a ſhort Eſay of Mr. Maynwar- 
ing's in the Medley No. 33- 


Of MopesTy and Jusricx. 


THERE is a Law mentioned by Plato, which 
-Fupiter is ſaid to have enacted in his own 
Name: That, if any Man appeared plainly 
to be incapable F4 Modeſty or Juſtice, be 
ſhould immediately be knocked o& the Head 
as 4 common Poli lence. The Account Plato 
gives of it is as follows, viz. 


He is deſcribing the firſt State of Hu- 
man Society: How Mankind built Towns 
to defend themſclyes from Beaſts ; and how, 

in 
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in a more than brutal manner, they after- 
wards fell upon one another: And at laſt, he 
ſays, Jupiter, juſtly fearing that the whole 
Race of Mankind would be deſtroyed, ordered 
Mercury to go to them, and to carry along 
with him Modefly and Juſtice, as the beſt 
Support and Ornament of their new-built 
Cities, and the firtifeſt Bond of their own mu- 
tual Friendſhip. Mercury upon this Occa- 
ſion asked Jupiter, in what manner he ſhould 
beſtow Fu/tice and Modeſiy upon Mankind: 
Whether, ſaid he, as the Arts are divided, ſhall 
I alfo divide theſe Virtues, which are indeed of 
two Kinds, and ſhall I give to ſome Men one, 
to ſome the other, as we ſee by Experience, 
that one skilful Phyſician is ſufficient for a great 
many of the Ignorant, and ſo of other Arts 
and Profeſſions? or, ſhall I ſo divide them a- 
mong the whole Race of Mankind, as that eve- 
ry fingle Perſon may have a Share in them? 
Divide them in that manner, ſays Jupiter, and 
let all Mankind be Partakers of them: For iP 
theſe Virtues were only conveyed to a few, as 
the Arts and Sciences ate given, it would be im- 
poſſible for any Cities to ſubſiſt; Therefore I 
would have you go farther, and eſtabliſh a Law 
in my Name, That whoever cannot be made to 
partake of Modeſty and Juſtice, ſhall be deſtroyed 

as a Plague of the Republick. 
Taz Application of this moſt excellent 
Fable, is, that it would be much more com- 
D 4 mendable 
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mendable in all Perſons to have the Modeſty 
of leaving the Adminiſtration of Fu/tice to thoſe 
to whom it peculiarly belongs, and to mind 
only their own Buſineſs. 

To return to the Stage. Before this Time Mr. 
Betterton and Mrs. Barry had not only quit- 
ted the Theatre, but alſo the Stage of Life. 
— LI remember a Paſſage in MM Henry Cromwell, 
Eſq; that upon hearing of Mr. Betrerton'sDeath, 
he ſays, He would have put over him this 
«« Sentence of Tully for an Epitaph. 


Vite bene Actæ jucundiſima eſt Recordatio.“ 


It being, I preſume, in that Gentleman's 
Opinion an Univerſal one for all Players. 

Tux next Capital Part, in which Mrs. 
Oldfield adorned the Britih Theatre, was in 
that beautiful Tranſition from Hector's Wi- 
dow, to become a Queen of England. This 
was in Mr. Philips's Tragedy of Humpbry 
Duke of Glouceſter, + wherein ſhe ated Mar- 
Yaret,. Queen to King Henry VI. and ſpoke 
the following Ep:logue, viz. 

The Buſineſs of an Epilogue, they ſay, 
Is to deſtroy the Moral of the Play : 
To wipe the Tears of Virtue from your Eyes; 


And make you Merry, — leſt you ſhould grow 
Wiſe. 


* A Life well acted is the beſt Remembrance. 


Mr. Philips wrote a Tragedy (between This and the Diſtreſt 
other) called the BxI TON. But Mrs, OLDyFit1D had no Part 


in it. 
Well! 
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Well - Lou have heard a diſmal Tale Iown 
It, almoſt, makes One dread—to lie, alone. 
Ruffians, and Ghoſts, and Murder, and Deſpair, 
May chace more pleaſing Viſions from the Fair. 
Wives can awake theirHusbands, in their F right : 
But, if poor Damſels be diſturb'd by Night, 
How ſhall They (helpleſs Creatures!) Lay the 

Spright ? 3 
Forget it all; —and Beaufort's Crime forgive: 
Duke Humpbry was too good a Man, to Live. 
And, yet — his Mer it rightly underſtood ; 
We, now, have Store of Patriots, full as good! 
Great Souls, who, for their Country's- Sake, 

would be content, 1 
Their Spouſes ſhould be doom'd to Baniſhment. 

Since Chronicles have drawn our Duke ſo 
tame 3 


Is Eleanor, if ſhe ſurvives, to blame? 


A Widow knows the Good, and Bad, of Life : 
And has it in her Choice 7o be, or not to be, a 

Wife! FN 
Virgins, impatient, cannot ſtay to chuſe ; 
They riſque it all ;-- not having much to loſe! 


| 


I mean, --fuch Nymphs, as ſigh in rural Shades 


No Midnight Shepherdeſs, at Maſquerades : * 
Or, ſuch ill-fated Maids, as pine in Grottoes, 
And, never had th* Experience of Ridottoes; 
Where, notwithſtanding they their Market ſmo- 
ther, 
Some gain one Trinket; and ſome, loſe another. 
Theſe 
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© Theſe Novelties with Grief conſiderate Wo- 
men ſee : 


For, ſhould Talian Modes prevail, pray what 


are We? 
How oft do Men our tender Spirits vex, 
By telling us, We are a trifling Sex! 
| Yet, ---I am told, Philoſophers maintain, 
Nature makes not the ſmalleſt Thing, in vain : 
And, let demureſt Prudes ſay, what they will, 
The Beſt of Women would be Women, (till. 


Tu Reader, I preſume, will eaſily perceive 
the Reaſon of my mentioning the Diſtreſt 
Mother, next to Pbædra and Hippolitus, as be- 
ing both tranſplanted from Euripidis; otherwiſe, 
according to the Chronology of the Stage, Mr. 
Addiſen's Cato ſhould have preceded all Mr. 
Philips's Tragedies. I am alſo to acquaint the 
Publick, that I have been deſired, in the Courſe 
of theſe Memoirs, to inſert the principal Pro- 
Jogues, which have been written by eminent 
Hands, and ſpoken by Mrs, Oldfield; Digreſſions 
_ equally uſeful and entertaining. 

Mrs. Oldfield became ſo univerſally accept- 
able to the Town, both in Comedy and Trage- 
dy, that ſhe was over-loaded with Parts; and, 
obliged to quit the leſs conſiderable ones, eſpe- 
cially in ſome Plays, wherein, by her Appear. 
ance only, in ſpeaking an Epilogue, ſhe kept 
them alive a little while, but afterwards they 
were wholly laid aſide. | ; 
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Tur PrLavs, of any Conſequence, in which 
Mrs. Oldfield performedOriginalCapital Parts, I 
ſhall mention as they came upon theStage ; bur, 
the /mall ones, ſhe acted in Modern Plays, or Thoſe 
in which ſhe /ycceeded in Old ones, I ſhall re- 
cite in an Alphabetical Lift at the Cloſe of 
theſe Memoirs. 

An agreeable Incident having been com- 
municated to me, I ſhall give it, juſt as it came 
to hand. 


SIR, 
„ Tux late Mrs, Suſanna Centhvre, who 
* hasobliged the Town with the Gameſter, the 
f* Buſy Body, and ſeveral other entertaining 
«* Comedies, was ſo charmed with ſeeing 
* Mrs. O/dfie/d play the Part of Marcia in Cato, 
ti that ſhe having, alittle while before that Tra- 
te gedy came on the Stage, borrowed of Mrs. 
« Oldfield Fontenelle's Plurality of Worlds, after 
© reading it, returned the Book with the under- 
« written Verſes, in a Blank Leaf thereof; and 
ce as the Compliment is genteel, and not ful- 
« ſom, I hope it may nat improperly be 
„thought worthy of a Place in Ophelia's 


c Memoirs. 
Tam, SIX, 
Whitehall, | 
Nev. 18, 1730. 
Your Humble Servant, &c. 


Joun Lycas, 
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Plurality 
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Prlurality of Worlds) Such Things may be, 
But I am beſt convinc'd by what I ſee : 
_ Yet tho* Philoſophers ſuch Schemes purſue, 
And fan/y'd Worlds in every Planet view ; 
They can but gu at Orbs above the Skies, 
And darkly paint the Lakes and Hills that riſe. 
No Cupid, skill'd in Myſteries profound, 
Points where more Certainty of Worldt abound ; 
Bright Globes, that ſtrike the Gazer with Surprize, 
For they areWorlds\of Love, and in Ophelia's Eyes. 


Mrs. Oldfield having hitherto been particu- 
larly confidered but in two Characters in Co- 
medy, viz. Lady Lurewell in the Trip to the 
2 and Lady Betty Modiſb in the Careleſs 

usbang, I ſhall next confider the farther Ho- 
nour ſhe has done Mr, C:bber, in ſome other of 
his Performances. It was not only her Voice 
and Perſon that charmed the Audience, but, as 
the Tatler juſtly remarks, * whatever Charac- 
ter She repreſented, * She was always well 
« dreft: The Make of her Mind very much 
t contributed to the Ornament of her Body, 
« This made every thing look native about her, 
« and her Cloaths were ſo exactly fitted, that 
t they appeared as it were Part of her Perſon. 
« Her moſt elegant Deportment was owing to 
« herManner and not to her Habit. HerBeauty 
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&« was full of Attraction, but more of Allure- 
„ment. There was ſuch a Compoſure in her 
* Looks, and Propriety in her Dreſs, that you 
© would think it im poſſible ſhe ſhould change 
* the Garb you one Day ſee her in, for an 
*« thing ſobe coming, till you next Day ſee her in 
another, There was no other Myſtery in this, 
* but that however ſhe was apparell'd, her ſelf 
« was the ſame. For there is ſo immediate aRe- 
te lation between our Thoughts and Geſtures, 
te that a Woman mult think well, to bo well.” 
This Picture of Flavia, as drawn by Mr. Bick- 
erſtaff, is the vera Effigies of the charming 
Opbelia. 

Mrs. Oldfield's other Original Parts in Mr. 
Cibber's Plays, were, Mrs. Conqueſt, in 
The Lady's Laſt State: Or, The Wife's Reſent- 
ment: Lucinda, in The Rival Fools: Or, 
Wit at ſeveral Weapons.--And Ximena, in The 
Heroick Daugher, the Heroine of that Tragedy; 
in which Character ſhe ſpoke the following 
Epilogue, viz. 


Well $ I R S, 

I'm come to tell you, that my Fears are over, 
I've ſeen Papa, and have ſecur'd my Lover: 
And, troth, I'm wholly on our Author's Side, 
For had, as Corneille made him, Gormaz dy'd, 
My Part had ended as it firſt began, | 
And left me ſtill unmarry'd and undone ; 5 
Or, what were harder far than both La Non, | 

| he 
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The French, for Form indeed, poſtpones the 
Wedding, 

But gives her Hopes, within a Year, of Bedding. 

Time could not tie her Mariage-Knot with 
Honour; 


The Father's Death ſtill left the Guilt upon her. 


The Frenchman ſtops her in that forc'd Regard, 

The bolder Briton weds her in Reward : 

He knew your Taſte would ne%er endure their 

Billing 

Should be ſo long deſerr' d, when both were wil- 
ling; 

Your formal Dons of Spain an Age might wait, 

But Exgliſh Appetites are ſharper ſet. 

*T'is true, this Difference we indeed diſcover, 

That tho' like Lions you begin the Lover; 

To do you Right, your Fury ſoon is over. 

Beſide, theScene, thus chang'd, this Moral bears, 

That Virtue never of Relief deſpairs. 

But while true Love is ſtill in Plays ill-fated, 

No wonder you gay Sparks of Pleaſure hate it. 

Bloodſhed diſcourages what ſhould delight ye, 

And from a Wite what little Rubs will fright ye? 

And Virtue, not conſider'd in the Bride, 

How ſoon you yawn, and curſe the Knot you've 
ty'd ? 


How oft the Nymph, whoſe pitying Eyes give 


varter, 
Finds, in her Captive, ſhe has caught a Tartar? 


While to her Spouſe, who once ſo high did rate her, 


She kindly Gives Ten thouſand Pounds to hate 4 
7 


rs, 
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So, on the other Side, ſome ſighing Swain, 


That languiſhes in Love whole Years in vain, 
Impatient for the Feaſt, reſolves he'll have her, 
And, in his Anger, vows he'll eat for ever; 
He thinks of nothing but the Honey-Moon, 
But little thought he could have din'd ſo ſoon. 
Is not this true ? Speak Dearies of the Pit, 
Don't you find too, how horribly you're bit ? 
For the Inſtruction therefore of the Free, 

Our Author turns his juſt Cataſtrophe : 

Before you wed, letLove be underſtood, 
Refine your Thoughts, and chace it from the 
_--  - Bloods 

Nor can you then of laſting Joys deſpair: 

For when that Circle holds the Britiſb Fair, 8 

Your Hearts may find Heroic Daughters there.) 


Sir Richard Steele had the Honour of Mrs. 
Oldfield's performing Original Parts in all his 
Plays, viz. I. Lady Charlot, in the Funeral. 


II. The Niece, in the Tender Husband. III: 


Victoria, in the Lying Lover. IV. Indiana, 
in the Conſcious Lovers. | 


To divert an Audience, by an innocent Per- 
formance, was the chief Deſign of the laſt 


Comedy, who are thus addreſſed in the Cloſe 
of the Prologue. 


Ye 
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Ye Modeſt, Wiſe, and Good, ye Fair, ye Brave, 
To- Night the Champion of your Virtues fave ; 
Redeem from long Contempt the Comick Name, 
And judge politely for your Country*s Fame. 


Tux happened a very remarkable Inci- 
dent in the Repreſentation of the Conſcious Lo- 
vers, which Sir Richard takes particular Notice 
of in his Preface, and I ſhall give it in his own 
Words, viz. 


* This Comedy was in every Part excellent- 
ly performed; and there needs no other A 
plauſe of the Actors, but that they excelled 
according tothe Dignity and Difficulty of the 
Character they repreſented; - The Tears 
which were ſhed, on this Occaſion, flow- 
ed from Reaſon and good Senſe, and Men 
ought not to be laughed at for 2 till 
we are come to a more clear Notion of what 
is to be imputed to theHargneſs of the Head 
and the Sof7ne/5 of the Heart; and I think it 
was very politely ſaid of Mr. Wilks, to one 
who told him there was a ® General weepin 
for Indiana f—— TI warrant bell fight 
ne'er the worſe for that, To be apt to give 
way to the Impreſſions of Humanity, is the 


* The Honourable Brigadier General Charles Churchill. 
t Mrs. Oldfield's Part. 


Excellence 
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& Excellence of a right Diſpoſition, and the 
* natural Working of a well-turned Spirit, — 
* The following Song was deſigned for the 
«© Entertainment of Indiana, but omitted for 
« want of a Performer: It expreſſes the Diſ- 
« treſs of a Love-ſick Maid, and may be a 
&« fit Entertainment for ſome ſmall Criticks to 


* examine whether the Paſſion is juſt, or the 
40 Diſtreſs Male or Female. 


I. 
From Place to Place forlorn I go, 
Wich dowacaft Eyes a ſilent Shade; 
Forbidden to declare my Woe, 


To ſpeak, till ſpoken to, afraid. 


II. 


My inward Pangs, my ſecret Grief, 
My ſoft conſenting Looks betray; 

He loves, but gives me no Relief: 
Why ſpeaks not he who may ? 


AmoNG the many Apologies for the Stage, 
Mrs. Olde/fid always preferred that humorous 
one given by Mr. Farquhar, in his Diſcourſe 
upon Comedy, vis. 

% PoETRY alone, and chiefly the Drama, 
e lies open to the Inſults of all Pretenders ; 
<«« ſhe was one of Nature's - eldeſt Offsprings, 
* whence by her Birthright, and plain Simpli- 

E 6 city, 
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“city, ſhe pleads a genuine Likeneſs to her 
* Mother. Born in the Innocence of Time, 
ſhe provided not againſt the Aſſaults of ſuc- 
_ © ceeding Ages; and, depending altogether on 
te the generous End of her Invention, neg- 
* lected thoſe ſecret Supports and ſerpentine 


** 


Lag 


& Devices uſed by other Arts, that wind 


e themſelves into Practice for more ſubtile and 
« politick Deſigns: Naked ſhe came into the 
% orld, and it is to be feared, like its Profeſ- 
„ ſors, will go Naked out.” 

I have often heard Mrs. Oldfield mention 
the many agreeable Hours ſhe had ſpentin Mr, 
Farquhar's Company. The Original Parts ſhe 
had in his Plays, were only Two; Silvia in the 
Recruting Officer, and Mrs. Sullen in the Stra- 
tagem : Moſt of his Comedies being written 
before Mrs. Oldſields coming on the Stage; 
and in the Old Parts, as already obſerved, ſhe 
ſucceeded Mrs. Verbruggen, whoſe Maiden 
Name was Percival, and afterwards Mountfort. 

Of this Gentlewoman, I-am naturally led in- 
to the Relation of one melancholy Scene of her 
| Life, in which I believe no Parallel can be 
found either in Ancient or Modern Hiſtory. 
Her Father Mr, Percival had the Misfortune 
to be drawn into the Aſſaſſination Plot againſt 
King William; tor this he lay under Sentence 
of Death, which he received on the ſame Night 
that Lord Mobun killed her Husband Mr. 

Mount 
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Mountfort. * Under this, almoſt © inſuperable, 
AffliQion, ſhe was introduced to the goodQueen 
Mary, who being, as ſhe was pleaſed to fay, 
ftruck to the Heart upon receiving Mrs. Mount- 


fart's Petition, immediately granted all that was 


in her Power, a Remiſſion of her Father's Exe- 
cution for that of Tranſportation. But Fate 
had ſo ordered it, that poor Mrs. Mountfort was 
to loſe both Father and Husband. For as Mr. 
Percival was going abroad, hewas ſo weakened 
by his Impriſonment, that he was taken ſick on 
the Road, and died at Portſmouth. 

THE Fatality which happens to the Shedders 
of Blood, I have alway remarked as a certain 
Effect of the Divine Vengance ; and therefore 
allGentlemen who are apt to draw their Swords 
upon the moſt trivial Occaſions, would do well 
to conſider two or three Accidents I ſhall here 
lay before them. 

1. That they would pleaſe to remember Lord 
Mobur's Cataſtrophe ; who, as Mr. Mountfort 
fell by his Hands, he fell in the Duel between 
him and Duke Hamilton, DES ſending the 
Challenge: 

2. At a Repreſentation of the Scornful La- 
dy ſome Years ago, for the Benefit of Mrs: 
Olufeld, many Perſons of Diſtinction were be- 
hind the Scenes. Among others Beau Fielding 
came, and being always mighty ambitious of 
ſhewing his fine Make and Shape, as himſelf 

E 2 uſed 


— 
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uſed vainly to talk, he very cloſely preſſed for- 
ward upon ſome Gentlemen, but in particular 
upon one Mr. Fulwood, a Barriſter of Gray's- 
Inn, an Acquaintance of Mrs. Oldfield, Mr. 
Fukovood being a Gentleman of quick Reſent- 
ment, told Fielding he uſed him rudely ; upon 
which, he laid his Hand upon his Sword, 
but Mr. Fulwocd inſtantly drew and gave 
Fielding a Wound of twelve Inches deep 
in the Belly. This putting the Audience in- 
to the greateſt Conſternation, Mr. Fulwood 
was with much Intreaty perſuaded to leave 
the Place. At length, out of Reſpect to Mrs: 
Oldfield he did ſo, and went to the Theatre 
in Lincoln - Inn Fields, where the ſame Eve- 
ning the Libertine was acted. Mr. Fulwood 
went into the Pit, and in a very few Minutes 
caſt his Eye upon one CaptainCu/ack, to whom 
he had an old Grudge, and there demanded 
Satisfaction of him. Captain Cu/ack without 
the leaſt Heſitation obeyed the Summons. 
They went into the Field, and in leſs than 
half an Hour, Word was brought into the 
Houſe, that Mr. Fulwocd was killed on the 
Spot, and Captain Cuſacł had made his Eſape. 
3. The laſt Inſtance I ſhall produce is in the 
Caſe of the late Lord Chief Juſtice Pine, of 
Ireland, who, when he was a Studeng of Lin- 
coln's-Inn, in thoſe Walks, killed the eldeſt Son 
of one of the fineſt Gentleman in Eng/and. I 


beg 
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beg to be excuſed from naming, him becauſe he 
was my near Relation. However, the Weight 

of Blood hung ſo heavy upon Mr. Pine, that he 
declared, he could not live in England, and 
went over to Jreland, in which Kingdom in- 
deed he made his Fortune; but an over- ruling 
Power dampt all bis Joys, even to the Day of 
his Death, becauſe the Price of Blood was re- 
paid in his own Family, his eldeſt Son being 
killed in a Duel in Treland. 

As theſe accidental Digreſſions will not be 
without their Uſe, I hope they will not be judg- 
edin this Place impertinent, our Theatres be- 
ing too often the Scene of Actions of this 
Kind. 

Bur let us now again reſume the pleaſing 
Entertainment given by Mrs. Oldfield. To Mr. 
Rowe's excellent Tragedy of Jane Shore, ſhe 
ſpoke the following Epilogue, and how ſhe 
charmed throughout the whole Play, every 
Spectator muſt remember 


EPILOGUE zo ANR SHokk. 


E modeſt Matrons all, ye virtuous Wives, 
Who lead with horrid Husbands decent Li ves; 
You, who for all you are in ſuch a Taking, 0 


To ſee your Spouſes Drinking, Gaming, Raking, 


Yet make a Conſcience ſtill of Cuckold-making 
E 3 What 
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Muſt we needs fall to Damning and to Railing ? 

What can we ſay your Pardon to obtain; 

This Matter here was prov'd againſt poor Jane: 

She never once deny'd it, but in ſhort, 

Whimper*d--and-=cry*d--ſweet Sir, I'm ſorry fort, 

*T was well he met a kind, good-natur'd Soul; 

We are not all ſo eaſy to controul. 

I fancy one might find in this good Town 

Some wou'd ha' told the Gentleman his own; 

Have anſwer*d ſmart— o what do you pretend, 

Blockbead —as if I muſtn't ſee a Friend: 

Tell me of Hackney-Coaches--Faunts to th City— 

Where ſpou'd I buy my China?—Faith, Pll fit ye. 

Our Wife was of a milder, meeker Spirit; 

You! — Lords and Maſters -was not that ſome 
Merit? 

Don't you allow it to be virtuous Bearing, 

When ve ſubmit thus to your Domineering ? 

Well, Peace be with her, ſne did wrong moſt ſurely, 

But ſo do many more that look demurely. 

Nor ſhou'd our mourning Madam weep alone, 

There are more Ways of Wickedneſs than one. 

If the-reforming Stage ſhou'd fall to ſhaming, 

Ill-nature, Pride, Hypocriſy, and Gaming; 

The Poets frequently might move Compaſſion, 

And with She Tragedies &er-run the Nation. 

Then judge the fair Offender with good Nature, 

And let your Fellow-feeling curb your Satire. 

What if our ts La have ſome little Failing, 


For 
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For her Excuſe too, be it underſtood, 
That if the Woman was not quite ſo good, 5 
Her Lover was a King, ſhe Fleſh and Blood. 
And fince ſhe*as dearly paid the ſinful Score, 

Be kind at laſt, and pity poor Fane Shore. 


SoME Particulars having been communica- 


ted to me, relating to Mrs. O/dfield's coming up- 


on the Stage, by Mr. Taylor, formerly a Servant 
to Mr. Rich, I could wiſh they had been ſoon- 
er tranſmitted; but as the Intentions of the 
Wrirer muſt be acknowledged an Act of Friend- 
' ſhip, I hope the Contents of his Letter will be 
agreeable to the Public, for whoſe Uſe it is 
. inſerted. . | | 


To Mr. Curt, &c. 


S I R, 


© N your Memoirs of Mrs. Oldfield it may 
© | not be amils to inſert the following Facts, 
„ the Truth of which you may depend. Her 
* Father, Captain Olaſield, not only run out all 
* the Military, but likewiſe the Paternal Bounds 
« of his Fortune, having a pretty Eſtate in Houſes 
* in Pall- Mall. It was wholly owing to Cap- 
* tain Fargubar, that ever Mrs. Oldfield became 
© anActreſs, from the following Incident. Din- 

E 4 ing 
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« Yanbrugh ſhortly after recommended her to 
« Mr. Chriftopber Rich, who took her into the 


lings per Week. However, her agreeable 
“Figure, and the Sweetneſs of her Voice, ſoon 
gave her the Preference, in the Opinion of 


4. 
cc 


* and his Grace the late Duke of Bedford, 
being pleaſed to ſpeak to Mr. Rich in her 


ing at that Time gone through all Beaumont 


ing one Day at her Aunt's, who kept the 
Mitred Tavern in Sr. Fames's-Market, he 
hear Miſs Nanny reading a Play behind the 
Bar with ſo proper an Emphaſis, and ſuch 
agreeable Turns ſuitable to each Character, 
that he ſwore the Girl was cut out for the 
Stage; to which the had before always expreſ- 
ſed an Inclination, being very deſirous to try 
her Fortune that Way. Her Mother, the 
next Time ſhe ſaw Captain Vanbrugb, 
who had a great Reſpect for the Family, 
told him what was Captain Farguhar's 
Advice; upon which he deſired to know 
whether, in the Plays ſhe read, her Fancy 
was moſt pleaſed with Tragedy or Comedy, 
Miſs being called in, ſaid, Comedy; ſhe hav- 


and Fletcher's Comedies; and the Play ſhe 
was reading when Captain Fargubar dined 
there, was, The Scornful Lady. Captain 


Houſe, at the Allowance but of Fifteen Shil- 


the whole Town, to all our young Actreſſes; 


* Favour, 
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« Favour, he inſtantly raiſed her Allowance 


e to Twenty Shillings per Week. Her Fame 
* and Salary, at length, roſe to her juſt Merit: 


Nov. 25, 1730. Your Humble Servant, 


CUHARLESTAVYLOR. 


Having already mention'd Miſs Campion's 


good Fortune, in being honoured with the 
Friendſhip of the Duke of Devonſhire, I am 
here to obſerve, that a very ſhort Time put a 
Period to her 1 

Paying ſome Viſits, laſt Summer, to my 
Friends in Buckinghamſhire, (as the Monu- 
ments of the Dead never eſcape my Notice, in 
Latimer's Church in that County, I found Miss 
Campion was buried. She was taken off in 
her Bloom, by a Hectic-Fever, under which 
ſhe languiſhed four Months, deing but Nine- 
teen Years of Age. Her Endowments, both 
of Mind and Body, are very elegantly delineat- 
ed in the following Inſcription, upon a very neat 
Marble Tablature, erected to her Memory in 
the Church above mentioned, by his Grace 
Wilkam Duke of Devonſhire. 

Requieſcit Hic 

Pars mortalis Mariæ Annz Campion. 

Obiit 19 Maij, Anno M. DCC. VI. #tar. 19. 


Quod ſupereſt ex altera parte quære. 


Formam 
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Formam Egregiam et miris illecebras ornatam. 


Virtutes Animi ſuperarunt. 
Plebeium genus (ſed honeſtum) 
Nobilitate morum decoravit, 
Supra ætatem Sagax, 
Supra Sortem (præſertim egenis) benigna. 
InterScenicosLudos(in quibus aliquandiu verſata eſt) 
Verecunda et intemerata : 
Poſt quatuor menſium languorem 
(a Febri Hectica correptum) 
Intempeſtivam mortem 
Forti pectore et Chriſtiana Pietate ſubivit, 
Humanitate præditis 
(Si quid mentem mortalia tangunt) 
Flebilis ; 
Amicis heu flebilior ! 
Dilectiſſimis Reliquiis Sacrum, 
Lapidem hunc poni curavit 
. D. D. 


The foregoing Inſcription has been thus 
attempted in Engliſh, vis. 


Mary ANNE CAMPION, 
Died on the 19th Day of May, 1706, 
in the 19th Year of her Age. 


* 1. e. Gulielmus Devoniæ Dux. 


To 


t 
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Reſting in Peace, her Mortal Part here lies ; 
But, her Immortal Soul aſſumes the Skies. 

Her lovely Form with ev*ry Grace conjoin'd, 
Illuſtrated the Virtues of her Mind. 

Tho? meanly Born, her Morals were ſincere, 
And ſuch, as the moſt Noble Blood might wear. 
Her Wiſdom far above her Years did ſhow ; 
Above her Fortune did her Bounty flow. | 
Some Years the Stage her ſprightly Action grac'd, 
Moſt others, in her Conduct, ſhe ſurpaſs'd. 
Four Months a ling'ring Fever's waſting Pains 
Her Breaſt with Chriſtian Fortitude ſuſtains, 
Her immature Deceaſe ſoft Hearts bewail, 
Relentleſs Grief her loving Friends aſſail. 

Sacred to her moſt dear Remains, be't known, 
His Grace of Devon conſecrates this Stone. 


The Gentleman who favoured me with 
the Tranſlation of Miſs Campion's Inſcription, 
aſſures me, that in the Blank Leaf of her Com- 
mon Prayer-Book, given her by the Duke of 
Devonſhire, were written the following Twelve 
remarkable Verſes, from Mr. Dryden's Con- 
queſt of Granada; which it ſeems his Grace 
recommended to her as a Plan of Natural Re- 
ligion, and of his own Belief in ſuch Mat- 
ters, vis. 


By 
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By Reafon Man a Godhead may diſcern ; 

But how he ſhould be worſhipp*d cannot learn, 

O Heav'n how dark a Riddle*s thy Decree, 

Which bounds our Wills, yet ſeems to leave em 
free ? | | 

Since thy Fore-knowledge cannot be in vain, 

Our Choice muſt be what thou didſt firſt ordain. 

Thus like a Captive in an Iſle confin'd, 

Man walks at large, a Priſoner of the Mind; 

Wills all his Crimes, while Heav'n th* Indictment 
draws, 

And pleading Guilty, juſtifies the Laws. 

None knows what Fate is for himſelf deſign'd, 

The SE of Human Chance ſhould make us 

ind. 


H1s Grace of Devonſhire did not long ſur- 
vive Miſs Campion, dying in about a Year af- 
ter her. This Amour, and the Duke's Po- 
litical Character, drew upon Dr, White Ken- 
net, late Biſhop of Peterborough, ſome very ſe- 
vere Reflections, on Account of the Sermon he 
Ireached at his Funeral in the Church of All. 
A allows in Derby, Sept. 5. 1707. I ſhall not 
load thefe Papers with a Recital of what has 
been ſaid Pro and Con, by Pamphletecrs, but 
content myſelf, and I hope the Reader, in giv- 
ing a ſhort State of the Caſe, as it is very 
handſomely drawn up, with regard to the Me- 

mories 
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mories both of the Spiritual and TemporaP 
Peer, by the Writer of Biſhop Kennet's Life. 
A growing Set of People, were 
diſpoſed to diſlike every thing he wrote or 
did: For the Times were. now come, when 
Parties judged of Actions and Writings, not 
by the Merit of the Performances, but by 
the Affection or Prejudice they bore to the 
Name of the Authors of them. He was 
now ſtampt for a Whig-Writer; which was 
as bad as the being a Republican, and a Pref. 
byterian ; and that was worſe, than the being a 
Papiſt. Many of our beſt Prelates and Di- 
vines have ſuffered under the fame Prejudices of 
Malice and Ignorance. When their Political 
Writings have offended, then the Party 


run down all their other Performances whar- 


ſoever, When once angry, they catch at new 
Cauſes, and freſher Pretences of being more 
angry ; like Children and other People of no 


Command upon themſelves, they are ſcratching 


of a new Wound, becauſe of an Itching in 


the old Sore.” | 


IT was under this Diſadvantage that Doctor 
Kennet was called to preach a Funeral Ser- 
mon for the Duke of Devonſhire, from which 
he excuſed himſelf, as a Stranger to that noble 
Family, and till then utterly unknown to them, 
Bur it appeared that a Reverend Prelate had re- 
commended him to that Duty, and had un- 

dertaken 


dee Biſhop Kennet's Life, Printed in Octavo, 1730. pag. 
35. & /eq. X | 
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dertaken to give him ſuch Inſtructions, as might 


enable him to ſpeak with Truth and proper 


Obſervations of that Great Man. Upon this 
Encouragement, he complied with the im- 
portunate Requeſt, and upon a ſhort Warning, 
amidſt the Neceſſity of asking many Queſtions, 
and making many Viſits, he drew up a ſerious 
Sermon, and attended the very ſolemn Funeral 
to Derby, delivering the Sermon before a very 
full Audience of the neighbouring Gentry, who 
could beſt judge of the Character given of 
that noble Peer; and in the fame Evening, 
one of them at the Table, in the Name of 
the Reſt, thanked the Preacher, and told him 
that they, in that County, had been Witneſſes 
of the Truth of the moſt material Things he 
had ſo well ſpoken of the late Duke: And 
it was by their Report, and the concurrent Teſ- 
timony of that Part of the Family that attend- 
ed thoſe Obſequies, that his late Grace the Duke 
of Devonſhire, a Peer of great Prudence and 
Probity, generouſly approved of that laſt Office 
and defired the Doctor to publiſh the Sermon; 
to which he ſubmitted with the leſs Fear of Of- 
fence, becauſe all he ſaid relating to his Life 
was either ſuggeſted or allowed by the then 
Biſhop of Sarum, who was intimately acquaint- 
ed with his Grace's Conduct; and all that he 
obſerved concerning his Sickneſs and Death, 
was communicated to him by the Eye- Witneſs 


and 
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it and faithful Judge of them, the then Lord Bi- 


r ſhop of Ely. Upon their Authority, .andAppro- 
is bation, the Doctor publiſhed his Sermon, and 
— confirmed the main Subject of it, by caſting in 
2 ſome Hiſtorical Collections relating to the De- 
, ſcent and Progreſs of that Noble Family; 
18 to which he made a modeſt Dedication to the 
al late Duke; which he (who would have deſpiſ- 
y ed Flattery, and abhorred Falſhood) was fo well 
0 pleaſed with, that he had a Reſpect and Favour 
f for the Doctor, and ſhewed it in a very kind 
7 Manner, by recommending him to the Queen 
f for the Deanery of Peterborough, ſoon- after 
n vacant by the Death of Dr. Freeman, which 
'$ we may ſuppoſe was the more eaſily obtained 
e of her Majeſty, as being her Chaplain in Ordi- 
d nary, by theRecommendation of theLordArch- 
— biſhop of Canterbury and the Earl of Godolphin. 
|- ThisPreferment, tho' not ſo much to be envied, 
e raiſed the fiercer Spite and Malice of the Party 
d againſt him : Libels and peeviſh Sermons point- 
e ed at him. They got young Men to tune the 
3 Oxford Pulpit, and let out their Univerfity Preſs 
. to the Printing, or Reprinting a ſorry Libel * of 
© poor Fobn Dunton's, againſt the deccaſed Duke 
n and his Funeral Preacher. Some ſaid that he 
= had covered all the Vices of that great Man, 
0 which was ſo far from being true, that he plain- 
, ly intimated them. —“ That this was the 
ls true Bottom of all the Clamour againſt Dean 
d 


* The Hazard of a Death-Bed Repentance. | 
Kennet, 
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Kennet, both then and afterwards, is evident from 
the many violent Pamphlets and Libels pub- 
liſhed againſt him.” And, it is meerly to ſhew 
the Inveteracy of Prejudice on all Occaſions, 
and of Party Malice in ſome, that the Reader 
has been troubled with this Digreſſion; but, 
with candid Minds it will have its due Weight 
and Uſe, For as to the Dean's palliating all 
the Duke's Vices, thereby infinuating, that he 
was privy to his Grace's Amour with Miſs 
Campion, and alſo that he was the Author 
of her Monumental Inſcription ; © Theſe Ca- 
* lumnies he was ſo little concerned in, that 
© he has often ſaid, he had never before heard 
* of them.” The Intrigue he was wholly a 
Stranger to, and as to the Inſcription, it is well 
known to be the Performance of his Grace's 
own elegant Pen. 

We have been lately told, by a noted Strate- 
Writer, that,** Perſons who move in a Supe- 
„ rior Orb, will not be mewed up, nor be 
* barred thoſe Pleaſures, which every Inferior 
« Perſon thinks he has a Right to purſue.” “ 

Mrs. Manley tells us, in her Life, that the 
Dutcheſs of Cleveland's Favourite, and the on- 
ly Man ſhe loved, was Mr. Goodman the Play- 
er; tho' ſhe had the Power of Captivating 
Princes. And tho' as Sir Samuel Garth ſings, 
+ the Stage is a Spot, 


* See Obſervations on the Writings of theCraft/mar. 
+ See Diſpenſary, a Poem. Wh 
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Where Purple Emperors in Buskins tread, 
And rule imaginary Worlds for Bread. 


Yet, many are the Inſtances of real Monarchs, 


and Perſons of the irt Diſtinction, who have 


felt the Power of Beauty from the Stage, and 
fallen willing Victims to a Theatrical Venus. 


The Admirers of Mrs. Oldfield may juſtly 
be ſaid to be innumerable, as her Performance 


on the Stage was allowed to be inimitable. But 


to point out the Perſons who ſhared the Eſteem 
of her private Friendſhip, is not the Intent of 
theſe Papers, as I have publickly declared. The 
Gentleman who has lived with her ſince the 
Death of Mr. Maynwaring made it his ſole Buſi- 
neſs and Delight to place her in the ſame 
Rank of Reputation (to which her own natural 
Deportment greatly contributed,) with Perſons 
of the beſt Condition ; and the Mention ſhe has 
made of him, in her Will, ſufficiently confirms 
her juſt Value for him. 

Among the other Dramatical Memoirs, here- 
in recited, Mr. MWycberley having been mention- 
ed on Account of his moſt excellent Writings ; 
I think my ſelf, in Juſtice to his Memory (as 
well as to the Gentleman * who married his 
Widow) to ſet the Affair of his Marrying, 
guſt at the Eve of his Death, (as Major Pack 
well expreſſes it) in a true Light. 

It muſt be acknowledged that poor Mr. 
Mycberley was incapable, as he told the Lady, 


Capt. Shrimton. 
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Kennet, both then and afterwards, is evident from 
the many violent Pamphlets and Libels pub- 
liſhed againſt him.” And, it is meerly to ſhew 
the 5 — Prejudice on all Occaſions, 
and of Party Malice in ſome, that the Reader 
has been troubled with this Digreſſion; but, 
with candid Minds it will have its due Weight 
and Uſe. For as to the Dean's palliating all 
the Duke's Vices, thereby inſinuating, that he 
was privy to his Grace's Amour with Miſs 
Campion, and alſo that he was the Author 
of her Monumental Inſcription ; © Theſe Ca- 
* lumnies he was ſo little concerned in, that 
© he has often ſaid, he had never before heard 
* of them.” The Intrigue he was wholly a 
Stranger to, and as to the Inſcription, it is well 
known to be the Performance of his Grace's 
own elegant Pen. | 

We have been lately told, by a noted State- 


Writer, that,“ Perſons who move in a Supe- 


&« rior Orb, will not be mewed up, nor be 
* barred thoſe Pleaſures, which every Inferior 
« Perſon thinks he has a Right to purſue.” “ 
Mrs. Manley tells us, in her Life, that the 
Dutcheſs of Cleveland's Favourite, and the on- 
ly Man ſhe loved, was Mr. Goodman the Play- 
er; tho ſhe had the Power of Captivating 
Princes. And tho as Sir Samuel Garth ſings, 
+ the Stage 1s a Spot, | 
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Where Purple Emperors in Buskins tread, 
And rule imaginary Worlds for Bread. 


Yet, many are the Inſtances of real Monarchs, 


and Perſons of the irt Diſtinction, who have 
felt the Power of Beauty from the Stage, and 


fallen willing Victims to a Theatrical Venus. 
The Admirers of Mrs. Oldfield may juſtly 
be ſaid to be innumerable, as her Performance 


on the Stage was allowed to be inimitable. But 
to point out the Perſons who ſhared the Eſteem 
of her private Friendſhip, is not the Intent of 


theſe Papers, as I have publickly declared. The 
Gentleman who has lived with her ſince the 
Death of Mr. Maynwaring made it his ſole Buſi- 
neſs and Delight to place her in the ſame 
Rank of Reputation (to which her own natural 
Deportment greatly contributed,) with Perſons 
of the beſt Condition ; and the Mention ſhe has 
made of him, in her Will, ſufficiently confirms 
her juſt Value for him. 

Among the other Dramatical Memoirs, here- 
in recited, Mr. Wycberley having been mention- 


ed on Account of his moſt excellent Writings ; 


I think my ſelf, in Juſtice to his Memory (as 
well as to the Gentleman * who married his 
Widow) to ſet the Affair of his Marrying, 
guſt at the Eve of his Death, (as Major Pack 
well expreſſes it) in a true Light. 

It muſt be acknowledged that poor Mr. 
Wycherley was incapable, as he told the Lady, 


Capt. Shrimton. 
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of rendering her due Benevolence ; but he was 


very unwilling to be rendered zncapable of pay- 


ing his Debts (through his Nephew's ungene- 


tous Treatment of him) when he knew what 


was in his Power; ſo that it muſt embalm 
his Memory, with the greateſt Honour, when 
it is known, that Juſtice was the only Motive 
of his changing his Condition. 

We ſhall conclude this Article with /ome 
Circumſtances of the laſt A of Mr. Wy- 
cherley's Life, as related by Mr. Pope. + 
He had often told me, as I doubt not he did 
„ all his Acquaintance, that he would mar 
eas ſoon 15 Life was deſpaired of: Accord- 
ce ingly, a few Days before his Death he under- 
vent the Ceremony; and joined together thoſe 
% TwoSacraments, which wiſe Men ſay, ſhould 
© be the Laſt we receive; for if you obſerve, 
& Matrimony is placed after Extream Unction 
tt in our Catechiſm, as a kind of Hint of the 


* Order of Time in which they ought to be 


« taken, The old Man then lay down, 
tt ſatisfied in the Conſcience of having by this 
t one Act paid his juſt Debts, obliged a Wo- 
© man who, he was told, had Merit, and ſhewn 
& an Heroic Reſentment of the ill Uſage of his 
c next Heir. Some Hundred Pounds which 
e he had with the Lady, diſcharged thoſe 
© Debts; a Jointure of 4001. a Year mader Her 
e a Recompence ; and his Nephew he left to 


I See A Letter to Mr, Blount of Jan. 21, 1715-16. 
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comfort himſelf as well as he could, with the 
miſerable Remains of a Mortgaged Eſtate. 


I aw our Friend twice after this was done, 


leſs peeviſh in his Sickneſs than he uſed to be 
in his Health ; neither much afraid of Dy- 
ing, nor (which in him had been more like- 


ly) much aſhamed of Marrying. The Eve- 


ning before he exprred, he called his young 
Wife to the Bed-fide, and earneſtly intreat- 
ed her not to deny him one Requeſt, 
theLaſt he ſhould make, Upon her Aſſurance 
of Conſenting to it, he told her, My Dear, 
it 15 only this, that you will never marry an 


old Man again. I cannot help remarking, that 


Sickneſs, which often deſtroys both Wit and 
Wiſdom, yet ſeldom has Power to remove 
that Talent which we call Humour: Mr. 
Wycherley ſhewed his even in this Laſt Com- 


ce plimentʒ tho I think his Requeſt a little hard, 


for why ſhould be bar her from doubling ber 
Fointur: on the ſame eaſy Terms! But Mr. 


Pope ſhould have obſerved, that the Lady dou- 
bled her Fortune much better, by marrying a 
Young Gentleman whoſe Commiſſion was more 
than equivalent to her Jointure, 
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A true Copy of Mr. Wycherley's 
Laft Will and Teftament. 


N the Name of G O D, Amen. I Vi. 

liam Wycherley, of the Pariſh of St. Paul 
Covent-Garden, in the County of Mzdleſex, 
Eſq; being infirm of Body, but of good and 
perfect Memory, praiſed be G O D; do make 
and ordain this my Laſt Will and Teſtament, in 
Manner and Form following, viz. Firſt and 
principally, I commend my Soul into the 
Hands of Almighty G O D, hoping, through 
the Merits and Mediation of my Bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, to in- 
herit Eternal Life. My Body I commit to the 
Earth, to be decently buried, in Chriſtian Bu- 
rial ; * at the Diſcretion of my Executor, 
herein after named, in certain Expectation 
of a Joyful Reſurrection at theLaſt Day. And, in 
reſpe& of my Worldly Eſtate, I diſpoſe there- 
of as followeth; (that it to ſay) Impri mis, I or- 
der and direct, that, All the Fuſt and Lauſul 
Debts which 1 ſhall owe at che Time of my De- 
ceaſe, ſhall, with the Charges of my Funeral, be 


in the firſt place duly paid and diſcharged. 
All the Reſt and Reſidue of all and ſingular my 


Eſtate, Ready Money, Plate, Jewels, Goods 


and Chattels whatſoever (my Debts, Funeral 

Expences, Probat of this my Will, and all other 

neceſſary Charges relating to the due Adminiſtra- 

tion of my Eſtate, being firſt paid and dijcharg- 
Mr. Vycberley died a Romaniſt. 
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ed) I give and bequeath unto my dear and well- 
beloved Wife ELIZABETH WYCHER- 
LEY; and of this my Laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment I do hereby make and appoint my lov- 


ing Kinſman THOMAS SHRIMPTON, of 


the ſaid Paaiſh of St. Paul Govent- Garden, Eſq; 
ſole Executor; hereby revoking and making 
void all former Wills by me made, and declar- 
ing this Teſtament to be my True and Laſt 
Will. In Witneſs whereof I have hereunto 


ſet my Hand and Seal the One and Thirtieth 


Day of December, Anno Domini 1715; and 
in the Second Year of the Reign of our Sover- 
eign Lord GEORGE, &c, 


WILLIAu WYCHERLEY, 


Signed, Sealed, Publiſhed, and Declared 
by the Teſtator, William Wycberley, as, and for 
his Laſt Will and Teſtament, in the Preſence 
of Us, who have atteſted the ſame as Wit- 
neſſes thereto, in his Preſence. 


Chriſtopher Metcalfe. 


Amos Ferne, 


Rob. Hodſon. 


The Caſe of Mr. Wycherley's Executor, 
and the unjuſt litigious Uſage he met 
with, is, I think, a ſufficient Memento for all 
Perſons whatever, who have any Effects to leave 
behind them, how prudently circumſpect they 
ought to be in ſettling their Affairs before their 
Deceaſe. Tho' notwithſtanding all the Care 
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and Caution imaginable, where there is a Fel- 
low, who wears a Corinthian Forebead, ſuch a 
one as Capt. Shrimpton had to do with, a Man 
of Honour will find it very difficult to get out 
of his Clutches. Mr. Otway, in his Tragedy of 
Venice Preſerved has deſcribed the Miſery of a 


Man, whoſe Effects are in the Hands of the 


Law, with great Spirit. - 'The Bitterneſs of be- 
ing the Scorn and Laughter of baſe Minds, the 
Anguiſh of being inſulted by Men hardened be- 
yond the Senſe of Shame or Pity, and the In- 
jury of a Man's Fortune being waſted, under 
Pretence of Juſtice, are excellently aggravat- 
ed in the following Speech of Pierre to 


Taffer. 


I paſs'd this very Moment by Thy Doors, 
And found them guarded by a Troop of Vil- 


| lains ; 
The Sons of public Rapine were deſtroy'd 
They told me, by the Sentence of the Law, 


They had Commiſſion to ſeize all thy Fortune, 

Here, ſtood a Ruffian with a horrid Face, 

Lording it o'er a Pile of maſſy Plate, 

Tumbled into a Heap for Public Sale. 

There, was Another, making Villainous Jeſts 

At thy Undoing : He had ta*en Poſſeſſion 

Of all thy antient moſt Domeſtic Ornaments : 

Rich Hangings, intermix'd and wrought with 
Gold; ä 

The very Bed, which on thy Wedding -Night 


Received Thee to the Arms of Belvidera 6 
h Y 
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The Scene of all thy Joys, was violated 
By the coarſe Hands of filthy Dungeon Villains 
And thrown amongſt the common Lumber. 


I ſhall put an End to this juſt Complaint, by 
acquainting the Reader, that the Lord Chan- 
cellor Macclesfield was pleaſed to make a De- 
cree in favour of Capt. Shrimton. 

We now come to the laſt Original Part 


of Mrs. Oldfield. James Thomſon, an ingeni- 
ous Scots Gentleman (Author of The Seaſons) 


in the Preface to his Tragedy of Sophomsba, 
thus delivers himſelf: © I cannot conclude 
* without owning my Obligations to thoſe 
* concerned in the Repreſentation. They have 
© indeed done me more than Juſtice. What- 
ever was deſigned as amiable and engaging 
« in Maſſiniſſa, ſhines out in Mr. Wilks's Ac- 
* tion, Mrs. Olfideld, in the Character of So- 
« phontsba, has excelled what, even in theFond- 
© neſs of an Author, I could either wiſh or im- 
agine, The Grace, Dignity, and happy 
Variety of her Action, have been univerſally 
& applauded, and are truly admirable.” 


A 


c 


Sophonisba was the laſt Original Character in 
which She appeared on the Stage: Bur, the 
laſt Time of her Performance was on Tue/day 
the 28th Day of April, 1730, when Sir John 
Vanbrugh's excellent Comedy, The Provot'd 
Wife, was ated for the Benefit of Mr. Charke, 
wherein ſhe acted the Part of Lady Brute. 

F 4 I have 
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I have been aſſured by ſome of Mrs. Olfield's 
moſt intimate Female-Friends, that ſhe had 
for ſome Years languiſhed under a very delcin- 
ing State of Health, tho' not from any Cauſe 
which Malice may ſuggeſt. The natural Chear- 
fulneſs of her Temper made her ward off eve- 
ry Attack with thegreateſt Alacrity. Yet, ma- 
ny times, when ſhe has been playing a Part, 
and received the univerſal Applauſe of an Au- 
dience, the Tears have fallen from her Cheeks 


with the Anguiſh of Pain ſhe felt; ſuch was 


her Willingneſs to oblige in her Profeſſion. 

Upon the very Approach of her laſt Illneſs, 
ſhe moſt earneſtly requeſted her Phyſicians not 
to flatter her, but to give her their Opinions 
freely, what, they thought of ber Caſe. And 
when they told her, they feared the Fatality 
of it, ſhe replied, without the leaſt Shock, or 
Emotion, She acguieſced in the Lot Providence 
had aſſigned ber; and hoped ſhe ſhould bear ber 
Aflictions patiently. | 

Having this previous Notice of her Change, 
ſhe ſet her Houſe in Order, and made ſuch an 
equitable Diſtribution of her Eſtate, as is in eve- 


ry Reſpe& highly commendable. 
Her moſt intimate and dear Friend, Mrs. 


Saunders, attended her almoſt from the Begin- 
ning to the End of her melancholy Six Months 
Languiſhment, This Gentlewoman was 
brought upon the Stage through the Recom- 
mendation of Mrs, Oldfield, and in a moſt a- 
greeable Manner entertained the Town for 


ſome 
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ſome Years, being eſteemed, in ber Stile of 
Playing, one of the moſt eminent Actreſſes. 
The Violence of an Aſthmarical Indiſpoſi tion 
obliged her to leave the Stage. She retired 
to Watford in Hertfordſhire, about fifteen 
Miles from London, where ſhe now lives, and 
from whence, upon my writing to her, ſhe has 


been pleaſed to favour me with the following 
Letter, viz. 


To Mr, CURL I, 


© 


Watford, Dec. 29, 1730. 


81 R, 


Received yours concerning Mrs. Oldfield, 

whoſe Memory, I hope, will never be 

forgotten by any that had the Pleaſure of being 
known to her. | 

The Account I can give of her Behaviour, 
during the Time of her Sickneſs, is but ſhort, 
tho ſtrictly true. 

Her Funeral I never heard her once men- 
tion; but Chriſtian Fortitude ſhe had ſufficient ; 
for tho ſhe had no Prieſt, ſhe did the Office 
of one to the Loft. 

When her Diſſolution drew nigh, and the 


Lamp of Life waxed dim, ſhe then expreſſed 
her ſelf in brokenWords and pious Meditations, 


in the moſt moving and ſtrongeſt Manner you 
can imagine. | 


It 
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It may be juſtly ſaid ſhe prayed without 
ceaſing. She was all Goodneſs: The beſt of 
Daughters, the beſt of Mothers, and the beſt of 
Friends. Oh ! that I had Words to ſound forth 
her Praiſe; but that, Sir, is a Task you have 
taken in hand, and I do not doubt your doing 
Juſtice to her Memory. X 

As to my own Time on the Stage, to the 
beſt of my Remembrance, I came into the 
Houſe in the Year 1702; and my ill State of 
Health obliged me to quit it in 1720. 

A Copy of Mrs. Oufeld's Picture is at your 
Service, and I ſhall gladly accept of that ex- 
cellent Copy you are about to draw of her; 
it will give vaſt Pleaſure to, 


S I RX, 
Nur very bumble Servant, 


M. SAUNDERS. 


Mrs. Oldfield was at length releaſed from her 
Earthly Bonds, expiring very early on Friday 
Morning, October 23. 1730. 

As the Nicety of Dreſs was her Delight when 
living, ſhe was as nicely dreſſed after her De- 
ceaſe ; being by Mrs. Saunders Direction 
thus laid in her Coffin. She had on a very 
fine Bruſſels Lace Head; a Holland Shift 
with a Tucker, and double Ruffles of the ſame 
Lace; a Pair of New Kid-Gloves, and her 
Body wrapped up in a Winding Sheet, 


On 


Life of Mrs. OLDFIEL p. 75 


On her Coffin, was this Inſcription: 


ANNE OLDFIELD, 
Atatis 47. 


On Tueſday the 27th of October, the Corps 
was carried from her Houſe, in Groſvenor- 
Street, to the Feruſalem. Chamber Weſtminſter, 
where it lay in State, and about Eleven o 
Clock was conveyed to the Abbey: The Pall 
being ſupported by the Lord Delawar, Lord 
Harvey, the Right Honourable George Bubb 
Doddington, Charles Hedges, Eſq; Walter 
Carey, Eſq; and Capt Elliot. 

Her eldeſt Son, Arthur Maynwaring, Eſq; 
was Chief Mourner. The Funeral Service 
was performed by the Reverend Dr. Barker, 
Senior Prebendary, then Reſident. * 


Here I think my ſelf obliged to expoſe the 
Inſolence of that Weekly Libeller, the Grub- 
ſtreet Journaliſt, 

In his 44th Numb. Thurſday Novemb. 5. 
he ſa ys, * A Place having been allowed 
&« the celebrated Mrs, Oldfield, in Weſtmin- 
e ſter-Abbey ; I hope, that on the fine Monu- 
« ment which is to be erected to her Memory, 
« the Inſcription will particularly mention the 
« Chriſtian, as well as Moral Virtues of that 
% Lady. This wretched Sneer can only af- 
fect the Writer of it; and I wiſh when he comes 

. 
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to die, that a Teſtimony as ample, and ſincere, 
of his Chriſtian Virtues, may be produced, as 
Mrs. Saunders has given of Mrs. Oldfield's; 
and as for her Moral Virtues, her Laſt Will 
and ſeſtament is a Demonſtration of her Juſtice. 

Some Folks, it ſeems, much more ſcrupulous 
than conſcientious, would have laid hold on an 
obſolete Popiſb Canon; which ordains, that 
no Stage Players ſhould be buried in Churches, 
But I have been aſſured by Dr. Barker himſelf 
that he buried Mrs. Oldfield very willingly, 
and with the greateſt Satisfaction. 

The Place of her Interment is towards the 
Weſt End of the South Iſle, (near the Monu- 
ment of Secretary Craggs and Mr. Congreve) 
hard by the Confiftory, or Spiritual-Court, 

Taking Occaſion, from theſe Three eminent 
Perſons having never been married, a certain 
Gentleman, well known at Weſtminſter, was 
very innocently witty ; and threw down theſe 
Verſes, written with a Pencil, upon Mrs. Old- 
field's Grave, after the Ceremony was over, 
VIZ, 


If Penance in the Biſhop*s Court, be fear'd, 


Congreve, and Craggs, and Oldfield will be ſcar'd 
To find that at the Reſurrection Day, £ 


They*ve All ſo near the Conſiſtory lay. 


The following Epitaph is ſuppoſed to come 
from the ſame Hand. 


Hic 
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Hic Facet (cito jacet hic) Oldfield, 
The Brighteſt Actreſs Britain e er did yield. 
In Parts diverting her chief Talent lay, 
Wherein a Thouſand Charms ſhe did diſplay. 
Would every one in this degen'rate Age, 
Whilſt Acting here a Part on Life's Short Stage» 
Like her exert, purſuing Nature's Laws, 
They'd meet at their laſt Exit like Applauſe, 


As to the Variety of Mrs. Oldfield's Amours, 
« ſuch infamous Reports ariſe, from her be- 
* ing more lovely than the reſt of her Sex, 
e ſhe was envied by ſuch malicious Wretches; 
© but all who knew her will confirm this 
« Truth, that, ſhe was never guilty of any 
* baſe or ungenerous Action.“ 

Sucn is the Character I have had communi. 
cated to me by a Genthwoman whoſe Veracity 
is unqueſtionable ; and whom, I am not aſham- 
ed to own, I have with great Satisfaction con- 
ſulted upon the preſent Occaſion. She thus 
fart her proceeds. 

« Mrs. Oldfield, like a prudent and juſt Pa- 
tent, has equitably divided her Eſtate be- 
* tween her Two Sons, and only Children, 
& Maynwaring and Churchill; for was I brought 
e on my Oath, I would ſwear ſhe had no 
* other ; and, as to Love Affairs, I do aſſure 
„ you, I know of none, but with the Fa- 
« thers of the Gentlemen here mentioned. As 
„ to the Cauſe of her Death, it cannot fall 
* within the Bounds of Cenſure; for the Sur- 


geons 
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*« geons when ſhe was opened, made no other 
% Report, than what had been reported 
© by the Phyſicians; and it was a Ma- 
© lady known by every body to be incident 
* to out Sex, although we were Veſtals. Theſe 
© are all the Particulars I can relate either of 
«© Mrs. Olaſield's Publick or Private Behaviour. 
* I have thrown in my Mite toward her Vin- 


e dication, tho the Occaſion for it gives 
me a great deal of Uneaſineſs; but they who 


c cannot ſerve a Friend without a View of 
* Intereſt, ought to be diſpiſed.“ 


A True Copy of the Laſt Will and 


Teſtament of AxTyHuR MaynwaR- 
ING, Eſq; 


A 


E Regio Curiæ Prerogat. Cantuar. Extraci. 


IN the Name of God, Amen. I Arthur 


Maynwaring, of the Pariſh of St. Martin's 
in the Fields, in the County of Middlgſex, being 
of perfect Mind and ſound Memory (praiſed be 
God) do make and declare this my laſt 
Will and Teſtament in Manner following; (that 


is to ſay) 


Firſt, I recommend my Soul into the Hands 
of God, and my Body I commit to the Earth, 
to be decently buried according to the Diſcre- 
tion of my Executrix herein after-mentioned. 
And as touching the Diſtribution of my Tem- 
ws poral 


Life of Mr. OL dried. 19 , 


er poral Eſtate, I do will and diſpoſe of the ame 
ed as followeth : 54 
a- Imprimis, I give and bequeath onto my | 
nt Siſter Griſel Maynwaring, One Thouſand, © 
ſc Pounds of Lawful Money of Great-Britain, 
of to be paid, by my Executrix, within Six Months 
ur. after my Deceaſe. And all the Reſt, Reſidue, 
n- and Remainder of my Eſtate, both Real and 
es Perſonal, that I ſhall be poſlefſed of, or any 
ho ways entituled unto, at the Time of my Des 
of ceaſe, I do give, deviſe and bequeath the ſame 


unto. Mrs. Anne Oldfield, now living in New 
Southampton-/treet, in the Pariſh of St. Paul's 
1d Covent-Garden, and to her Son commonly cal- 
15 led Arthur Maynwaring, otherwiſe called Ar- 
thur Oldfield, to be equalled divided between 
them the ſaid Anne and Arthur. But, in caſe 
the ſaid Arthur ſhall depart this Life before he 


&. attains the Age of Twenty One Years, then 1 

do bequeath. the Moiety or Share of him the. 
ur ſaid Arthur, to her the faid Anne Oldſield. 
R's And I do hereby nominate and appoint her, 
ng the ſaid Anne Oldjeld, to be Executrix of 
be this my laſt Will and Teſtament, hereby re- 
aſt , all former and other Wills by me at 
lat any Time heretofore made. In Witneſs where- 

of I have hereunto ſet my Hand and Seal, the 
ds Twenty Seventh Day of September, in the 
h, Eleventh Year of the Reign of our Sovereign 
e- Lady Anne, by the Grace of God, Queen of 
d. Great-Britain, &c, and in the Year of our 
N- _ 3 5 
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= M EMO 1 RS of the 
Signed, Sealed, Delivered, Declared, and 
Publiſhed by the ſaid A. M. in the Preſence 
of us who have ſubſcribed our Names as Wit- 
neſſes thereto in his Preſence. * 


Oden Swinney, ORE | 
Wm. Buckeridge, 
Tho, Wood. 
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Robatum Londini, &c. coram Ven. Viro 
Henrico Penrice, Legum Doct. Surr. Præ- 
onorands viri Dom. Caroli Hedges, Militis 
Legum, etiam Dor. Curiæ Præregat. Can- 
tuar. Mag. Cuſtodis five Commiſſarii ultime 
conſlituti decimo tertio die menſis Decembris, 
Anno Dom. 17 12. Furamento Anne Oldfield 
Executricis in ditto Teſtaments nominat. cui com- 
miſſa fuit Adminiſtratio omnium & fingul. bonor. 
jur. & cred. Didti defuncti de bene, &c. gone 
lata prius ſententia definitiva pro valore & 
validitate dicti Teſti prout ex actis Curiæ li- 
quet, ”— 

Eiwaite Farrent, Regi/trar. 

>: Deputat. Aſſumpt. 
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